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Editorial 


The fact that the British National Party made significant 
gains in last month’s local elections cannot be denied. 
But it is also true that the BNP successes were patchy and 
not as prolific as the fascist party had expected. 

This month’s magazine gives extensive coverage to the 
elections and the campaign against the BNP that took 
place across Britain. Anti-racists who led the local 
campaigns report on what worked and what didn't. 

The past year or so has seen the emergence of a grass- 
roots anti-racist and anti-fascist movement. Local 
committees, usually union led, have been involved in 
producing and distributing hundreds of thousands of 
leaflets door-to-door. They also distributed 400,000 
copies of the Searchlight special newspaper. Such was 
the demand for our newspaper, that we surprised even 
ourselves by running out in the final days of the 
campaign. 

There is no doubt that there is a direct correlation 
between strong campaigns against the BNP and its 
failure to make the gains it hoped in places such as 
Oldham and Sunderland. Our cover picture of Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, leaving the count at Oldham after 
getting a sound political beating shows what can be 
achieved. 

Most heartening of all was the realisation that the 
asylum issue is not quite the vote winner that the BNP 
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thought it would be. If it had been, how could we explain 
the dire results BNP candidates got in some places, most 
notably in Kent, where asylum has been a hot local issue 
for some time? It seems that where there is racial tension 
— or areas of “white flight” — the fascists do well, and 
where there isn't, they don't. In spite of the BNP trying to 
make itself respectable, and “asylum” being the issue on 
the doorstep, the truth is that beneath the veneer the old- 
fashioned racist party got an old-fashioned racist vote. 

The BNP both feeds off and perpetuates existing 
racism. That is why to defeat the BNP we need to fight 
both racism and fascism. Campaigning only against 
fascism, or campaigning solely against institutional 
racism are not options. Broad-based locally led 
campaigns that address local concerns — and by doing so 
unmask racist myths — are the best way to destroy the 
BNP. Our campaign cannot be solely an electoral one. 
We need to fight the fascists all year round until they are 
driven back into the gutter, where they belong. Now is 
the time in our localities to call together all democrats 
from the political parties, religious denominations and 
of course trade unions to drive the BNP out of our towns. 
We will be producing more anti-BNP literature in the 
coming months as will the various local anti-racist 
groups. Keep in touch with us if you want to distribute 
national or local materials. 
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Election 
advert placed 
by Unison 


ELECTION OVERVIEW 


Asylum seekers might be the talk on the doorstep but it is old-fashioned racism 
that is propelling the rise of the British National Party around the country. 
Nick Lowles and Steve Silver analyse the 2003 local election results. 


NP racists won a total of 13 seats last month 
meaning that they now have 16 local 
councillors across England. As one BNP 
candidate was elected in a ward that the party 
had first won in 2002, and the BNP did not put 
up a candidate for another seat it had held, the BNP now 
has 11 more councillors than before last month's local 
elections. While even one BNP councillor is more than 
enough, we have to view the situation in context. 
The BNP did worse than it thought it would. More than 
half of its councillors elected last month are in one town 
— Burnley — and with the exception of a single seat in 
Hertfordshire, the fascist party failed to break new 
ground. The BNP proved incapable of capitalising on 
the issue of asylum in places where it expected to do so. 
In several towns, most notably Oldham and Sunderland, 
the fascists were shocked at their total defeat. 






BNP successes 
Burnley is one place that seems to offer the BNP 
everything it could want. Decades of de facto racial 


NOT SWALLOW. 





Ingredients: The British National Party. Side-effects: In the few cases of council election, local crime has been known to increase, 
whilst racial attacks rise by 300%* Danger: British National Pushers are spreading poison your area. Do not take on May Ist! 


“Source Police figures 
www.unison.org.uk 


USE YOUR VOTE ON MAY 1ST. 





Searchlight June 2003 4 


segregation in housing and employment has meant that 
Asian and white people have little to do with each other. 
Now, in a town that has real economic problems and 
decades of bad council policy, it is easy for the BNP to 
point the finger at a scapegoat, the Asian community. 

Seven of the BNP’s election victories last month were 
in Burnley, a town where the Labour Party has failed 
local people. The collapse of local Labour activism and 
the fact that the party failed to learn the lessons of May 
2002, when three BNP councillors were elected, meant it 
got into gear too late. It wasn't until two weeks before 
Christmas that the Labour Party started putting out 
local leaflets. 

While it is easy to point the finger at the Labour Party 
for its manifest failings, it has to be said that the other 
main parties, the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats, 
have also failed the people of Burnley by their inability 
to provide an effective opposition. The fact that there is 
no visible and viable democratic opposition to Labour 
in Burnley has helped the BNP position itself as an 
alternative. In the absence of better explanations for 
the town’s problems, the BNP’s argument that racism 
is the answer — in the guise of opposition to asylum 
seekers — is very attractive. No matter that there are few 
asylum seekers in Burnley, the point is that if people are 
not getting what they should from a council, it is easy to 
offer up the idea that someone else must be getting 
the services instead. What is clear is that Labour and the 
other political parties in Burnley have finally to realise at 
this late hour that the BNP vote is not a protest vote but 
an articulation of people's grievances through the false 
prism of race. 

It was not a great surprise that the BNP secured a 
victory in Halifax, Yorkshire (Calderdale) where some 
of the issues are similar to Burnley. The Labour Party 
has haemorrhaged councillors over the years and has 
failed to address people's grievances. Again though, it 
would be wrong to blame Labour entirely. The fact is 
that many traditional Conservative voters voted BNP, 
something that happened in many other places too. 

In the Midlands the BNP played up the asylum issue 
and secured five seats as a result. In Longton North ward 
in Stoke-on-Trent, where the BNP got a councillor 
elected, there are only four households that include 
asylum seekers. It is clear that the anti-asylum vote is 
not based on real local issues but on racism. 

Racism can also explain the one surprise result for the 
BNP, the election of a councillor in Broxbourne, 
Hertfordshire, with a higher proportion of the vote (48.4%) 
than anywhere else in Britain. In a place with no refugees 
and few visible ethnic minorities, the reality is that racism 
can still work as a way of explaining the world, especially 
in a place to which, no doubt, many of the BNP’s voters 
moved in the first place to get away from black people. 


BNP failure 

It was not all good news for the BNP though. The party’s 
success in Burnley and the Midlands was tempered by 
its failure to win any other seats in the Northwest of 
England, particularly in Oldham. 


For the second year in succession, the BNP was kept 
out of office in Oldham. This was a Herculean 
achievement given the riots of 2001, the intense activity 
by the BNP and the nazi terror group Combat 18 in the 
town for several years and the high BNP vote last year. 
While its vote reached 30% in some of the more affluent 
districts on the edge of the town, particularly in places 
where it had not stood candidates before, its inner- 
Oldham vote actually dropped. 

It would appear that Oldham BNP has never really 
recovered from its defeat last year, when it went into the 
final week expecting to take two or three seats. Britain’s 
most intensive and coordinated anti-fascist campaign 
for many years saw record numbers of voters turn out to 
defeat the BNP. 

The failure to win in Oldham was compounded by the 
decision by Nick Griffin, the party leader, to stand in 
the town by virtue of renting a muddy field from a local 
BNP member. His campaign culminated in a humiliating 
personal defeat for the BNP leader which drew attention 
away from the party’s successes elsewhere. 

Oldham’s increasingly demoralised BNP branch ran 
a lacklustre, low key and unorganised campaign. 
More significantly, both Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats have reported a hardening of the anti-BNP 
vote. “A greater number of people were telling us that the 
BNP were bad news for the town,” one Liberal Democrat 
councillor told Searchlight. “This included several people 
who had voted for the BNP as a protest vote last year.” 

The BNP underperformed in a number of other areas 
too. Despite collecting 15% of the vote across 
Sunderland, the only local authority where it fielded a 
complete slate, it failed to make the breakthrough it had 
publicly boasted it would. The BNP made no headway in 
its key target ward, Town End Farm, where its share of 
the vote only rose from 28% last year to 29.6% this time. 
It also failed to make any headway in Southwick, where 
it prioritised its anti-asylum campaign, taking 17.8% 
compared to 14% in 2002. The BNP also did not dislodge 
the Conservatives as the city’s second party, another one 
of its pre-election claims. 

What was most encouraging in Sunderland was that 
the introduction of an all-postal vote election, which 
resulted in a doubling of the turnout in some wards, 
actually helped bring out the anti-BNP vote. 

In West Yorkshire the BNP took only one more seat, 
considerably less than most people’s expectations. 
Certainly, on election night, Nick Cass, the BNP’s 
Dewsbury organiser, believed he was going to win in 
Thornhill. In Calderdale, the BNP had confidently 
boasted to a local journalist that it would gain three new 
BNP councillors. 

However there is no room for complacency. In several 
areas the BNP vote was well in excess of 25%, a level 
from which the party can confidently expect to push for 
a seat in next year’s all-out elections. 

The BNP vote was also surprisingly low across the 
entire Southwest, a region that has seen one of 
the biggest growths in BNP membership in the country. 
The party had very high hopes in Stockwood, Bristol, 
where Diane Carr, a former UK Independence Party 
organiser, was standing. Despite numerous leaflets and 
door-to-door canvassing, she polled only 300 votes 
(9.6%) compared to the winning Conservative's 1,753. 

Quite appalling BNP results were recorded in the 
Scottish Parliament and Welsh Regional Assembly 
elections. In Glasgow Central, a constituency that covers 
over half a million voters, the BNP candidate recorded a 
derisory 1.1%. The party’s vote in Wales was little better. 


Both reflect the inability of the BNP to create an identity 
in two countries that have a degree of autonomy from 
London and their own flourishing soft nationalisms. 


The BNP campaign 

The BNP campaign was largely based on whipping 
up asylum hysteria. This included the spreading of lies 
and half-truths, particularly about asylum numbers and 
benefit entitlement. In several cases the BNP fraudulently 
put about stories of local hotels, pubs and nursing homes 
that were going to be turned into asylum centres. 

One of its more effective leaflets featured Margaret, 
the BNP-supporting pensioner. Under the headline: 
“Tf only I could seek asylum,” the leaflet listed a number 
of benefits it claimed she would be entitled to if she were 
an asylum seeker. They included a free colour television, 
having her windows cleaned every fortnight, all 
her heating and telephone bills paid and 
new accommodation. In many areas the BNP played 
heavily on fear of Asian crime and the threat of Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

The overall theme was of a party standing up for the 
interests of the “silent majority”, a line that struck a chord 
with the increasing number of people who feel detached 
from the political system and mainstream parties. 


The anti-fascist campaign 

The anti-fascist campaign was undoubtedly the 
largest and most widespread for at least a generation. 
Across the width and breadth of the country people 
campaigned against the BNP Almost half a million 
copies of the Searchlight tabloid newspaper were 
delivered and many local groups produced their own 
local literature as well. 

Obviously, some local campaigns were more effective 
than others but it was encouraging that an increasing 
number of groups are beginning to implement more 
effective campaigning techniques. 

Central to this was the adoption of different local 
campaigns for different areas. In Clitheroe, the Ribble 
Valley Against Racism group focused on the threat to 
the tranquillity of the local area that the BNP posed. 
In Pendle, a leaflet focused on the failures of the BNP 
councillors in neighbouring Burnley. The Oldham 
campaign continued to be directed against the 
criminality of the BNP but there was also a specific 
leaflet distributed in Griffin’s ward of Chadderton 
North, highlighting the fact that he lived 100 miles 
away. The leaflet included the time it would take local 
voters to reach his Welsh farm by a variety of forms of 
transport. In Bradford, the Trades Council produced 
two special editions of the Bradfordian newsletter 
aimed at Queensbury ward, both heavily tilted towards 
Conservative voters. 

Perhaps the best single piece of anti-BNP campaign 
literature was the result of the Ribble Valley group 
enlisting the support of the local town crier. The group’s 
final leaflet carried a large picture of him with an appeal 
for local people to join him in opposing the BNP. 

There is still much room for improvement, but there is 
growing acceptance that some of the old strategies are 
no longer effective and in some cases actually counter- 
productive. One of the central issues that anti-fascists 
have to accept is that in some areas our identification of 
the BNP as a nazi party is not shared by an increasing 
number of voters. This is in no way a suggestion that we 
should dilute our definition of the BNP far from it, but 
an acceptance that we need to find new methods to 
deliver our underlying message. It also highlights the 
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importance of combating the BNP by dealing with the 
issues on which it attracts voters, rather than just relying 
on demonising their political ideology. 

Tenacious investigative work in Kirklees revealed a 
number of lies on the BNP leaflets. A claim that asylum 
seekers were a risk to the nation’s health was proved false 
in the local press after an anti-fascist activist contacted 
the British Medical Association. The same activist also 
discovered that a claim by one BNP candidate to be a 
qualified lawyer was a lie. 


The political parties 
There was a mixed response to the BNP from the main 
political parties. The Conservatives, by and large, were 
appalling. In most areas they totally ignored the BNP 
and their leader's intervention on the eve of poll to claim 
that possible BNP success was the fault of Labour’s 
asylum policy was not only outrageously timed but 
factually wrong. It reinforced the notion that supporting 
the BNP was a credible protest vote and failed to accept 
that a major segment of the BNP vote came from Tories 
disillusioned at their own leadership. 

Labour's reaction was mixed. An increasing number of 
MPs enthusiastically took up the anti-BNP campaign 
but its national organisation and many of its regional 
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wards the BNP was contesting, 

two of which were previously 
considered safe Labour seats. Labour averaged 17% 
in the four wards compared to the 25% obtained by 
the BNP. 

The only reference to the BNP in Halifax was in an 
eve of poll letter mailed to traditional Labour voters. 
With the BNP posing a real threat in four Labour-held 
wards, it was too little too late. The defeated Labour 
candidate in Illingworth was stunned. Unfortunately, 
few other people were. 

Of course it would be wrong to say the BNP polled well 
solely because of an absence of a Labour anti-BNP 
campaign, after all, there are many examples of strong 
BNP votes despite a good Labour campaign, but it was 
certainly a factor. 

In Wigan, many in the Labour Party were sceptical 
about taking on the BNP directly until Labour’s early 
canvass returns indicated a likely BNP win in Abram 
ward. The local Labour Party, backed by an excellent 
local anti-fascist group, changed tack and eventually 
limited the BNP to a five-vote increase. The strong 
Labour campaign in Stoke, which included taking on the 
BNP, undoubtedly helped limit the BNP to only one gain 
in the city. . 

The Liberal Democrats by contrast ran a much 
more concerted anti-BNP campaign in those areas 
where the BNP posed a real threat. Significantly, their 
Local Government Association, which distributed 
anti-BNP packs to local associations with details of 
BNP policies and criminality and examples of good 
leaflets, engineered this. In Pendle, Oldham, 
Calderdale, Leicester and parts of the Southwest, 
the Liberal Democrats aggressively took the BNP on. 
The Liberal Democrats in Pendle ran a particularly 
effective campaign, with their last two leaflets both 
heavily targeting the BNP. On election day, and with 
reports of a strong BNP vote in Vivary Bridge, the party 
pulled most of its activists out of other wards to turn out 
the anti-BNP vote. 

“I was scared to death of taking them on 
directly because of the danger of talking them up,” says 
Lord Tony Greaves, a local Liberal Democrat organiser. 
“Now I know we were right to do so. Vivary Bridge was a 
bit of a scare and we were increasingly concerned there 
in the last week. We set out to squeeze Labour when they 
were actually defending the seat. Labour stepped up 
their campaign and it was all against us. However I 


suspect this gave us a bit of credibility with voters who 
must have sensed a BNP threat after they had their 
fourth leaflet from them!” 

The early indications are that both the Liberal 
Democrats and Labour have learnt lessons from the 
campaign. The Liberal Democrats feel vindicated and 
have already vowed to continue their aggressive anti- 
BNP strategy. Voices at the top of the Labour Party seem 
to accept that the party can no longer ignore the BNP 
and hope they go away. Not only have they got to 
confront the BNP, they must also tackle some of the 
underlying issues that led to the high BNP vote. 


Britain’s fault lines open 

Asylum is widely considered the issue of our time. 
Certainly the BNP makes more of this than of any other 
issue. Tabloids spew out lurid accounts of bogus 
refugees and a collapsing system. 

The government has responded by attempting to 
outbid the right in its toughness on the issue. Promises 
to halve the number of new asylum seekers within six 
months and the symbolic deportation of a handful of 
Afghan refugees are central to a strategy that it hopes 
will defuse the issue. But it is unlikely to work because it 
is race not asylum that is the underlying spur for the 
growth of the BNP. 

If asylum were so important then the BNP would have 
polled well in areas where asylum has been a major 
issue, especially in the Kent and Sussex towns where 
there have been sizeable demonstrations in the past few 
months. But the BNP did not. In fact, quite the opposite 
was true. 

In the Rottingdean Coastal ward of Brighton, which 
contains the Saltdean asylum centre, the BNP polled 
only 314 votes (5.2%) out of the 7,552 cast. In the 
Medway town of Chatham, close to Sittingbourne, 
where there was a proposal for a local hotel to be used as 
a short-stay asylum centre, the three BNP candidates 
polled below the national BNP average. 

In Monk Batton, Barnsley, where there has been 
hostility to the housing of asylum seekers, the BNP 
candidate polled 10%, well below the 17% it averaged 
across Yorkshire. 

Rather, most of the large BNP results were in areas 
with few or no asylum seekers. For many of these voters 
it was hostility to black and Asian people in general that 
was the motivating factor. The Conservative voters in 
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire, who voted in a BNP 
councillor are likely never to have met an asylum seeker 
in their area. The council, and even the BNP, admit that 


. there is not a single asylum seeker in the entire borough. 


Yet this is the issue on the doorstep and the reason why 
48% of the local electorate voted BNP. 

The voters of Rosedale ward might delude themselves 
(and the press) that asylum seekers are the issue but in 
reality it is race. After all, many of them moved out of 
London in the 1970s and 1980s citing opposition to the 
increasingly multiracial nature of London as a major 
factor. This is white flight land. 

The same is true of the BNP strongholds in the north. 
No one can really believe that the motivating factor for 
36% of people in Burnley and 27% of voters in Oldham 
was asylum. Voters may cite opposition to asylum 
seekers but what they really mean is pretty obvious. 

Walking through the streets of London, and indeed 
several other major cities, it is easy to forget just how 
little some parts of Britain have integrated. Be it the 
white flight towns of Essex and the Home Counties or 
the old mill towns of East Lancashire and West Yorkshire, 





parts of Britain are deeply fragmented. 

In the northern towns and cities where the issue of 
asylum seekers has created a local backlash, it is racism 
that is the real motivator. Monoethnic areas such as 
Wigan and Sunderland have experienced much the 
same suspicion, resentment and hatred as cities in the 
Midlands and North did in the 1960s and 1970s when 
black and Asian people first began to arrive. 

BNP leaflets portraying Labour as the pro-asylum 
seeker party are merely modern versions of the 
infamous “If you want a nigger neighbour, vote Labour” 
leaflet that was distributed in West Bromwich in 1966. 

Asylum has become a code for racism, particularly 
among traditional Conservative voters. In the more 
affluent areas of West Yorkshire, where Tory voters have 
flocked to the BNP, it is far more acceptable to voice 
concerns over asylum seekers than over their real 
targets, the Asian middle class who are beginning to 
move out of the urban centres, and the Asian working 
class, whom many white voters are convinced are 
responsible for crime. 

This has important political consequences. 
It reinforces the importance of dispelling the fear of 
asylum by debunking the myths and widely inaccurate 
media stories rather than trying to outdo the right. 
But more importantly, it emphasises the work needed to 
break down racial divisions which continue to exist in 
society and some of the underlying social and economic 
issues that lead to groups being made scapegoats. 
This work needs to cross ethnic boundaries, as 
problems exist across the board. 


Fighting racism, fighting fascism, fighting now! 
The BNP vote cannot be dismissed as just a protest vote 
that can be eliminated by cutting the number of asylum 
seekers. It is racism, social deprivation and political 
disengagement that are the real issues to be solved. As 
Searchlight has always maintained, racism and fascism 
have to be fought together as twin evils. 

The BNP now has its sights set on the 2004 local and 
European parliamentary elections. If we are to drive the 
fascists back then we have to deal them a series of heavy 
defeats before then. On many councils, all seats will be 
up for election next year, which means that a candidate 
does not have to take first place to be elected. We will 
have to ensure that the BNP comes nowhere near the 
top of the ballot. The magnificent work that local groups 
have carried out against the BNP needs to continue 
throughout this year rather than be resumed only a 
couple of months before the election. We look forward 
to producing more anti-BNP material and working with 
all our anti-fascist friends throughout the coming year. 


National Front 


The NF failed to win any seats in the council 
elections last month. The NF stood ten candidates 
and portrayed itself as an unashamedly racist 
party, refusing to pander to respectability in 
contrast to the BNP. On a crude racist ticket the 
NF got a relatively high vote in some places. 


In Newcastle upon Tyne, for example, the NF 
secured over 10% of the vote doing even better 
than BNP candidates in the area. This shows that 
there is a bedrock of support in Britain for a 
racist party, even one like the NF which does not 
have a national profile any longer in the way the 
BNP does. 
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Year Zero in Burnley 


There is little point mincing words or trying to pretend 

any different. The British National Party won seven 
seats, taking its total to eight councillors. It is now the second 
largest group on the council and polled only 200 votes less 
than Labour across the town with three fewer candidates. 

What made it all the more disheartening was the shock of 
the results. Labour went into election day believing it had 
done enough to hold the BNP off in most areas. 

The mood among many Labour activists, until election day, 
was positive. The campaign was certainly more energetic 
than last year’s and there was not the same opposition to 
distributing anti-BNP material. 

However, in truth, the die had been cast several months 
ealier. Labour failed to respond quickly and aggressively to 
the three BNP councillors elected last year and became 
embroiled in bitter infighting over the selection of its 
parliamentary candidate. In contrast, the BNP did not 
stopped campaigning. Regular newsletters, coffee mornings 
and leafleting continued throughout the year. 

More importantly, there was a failure, locally, regionally 
and nationally, to understand the BNP vote. Some dismissed 
it solely as a protest vote which, once registered, would 
return to mainstream parties. Others looked at the housing 
issue, but this could not explain why the BNP vote was 
higher in the more affluent areas where there are fewer 
problems. 

Few people were willing to accept that the issue was race. 
The truth is that underpinning the BNP vote is a great dislike 
of Asian people. 

The anti-fascist campaign, excellent during last year’s 
elections, lost momentum and became fragmented and 
increasingly ineffective. It became too focused around 


T: local election results in Burnley were a disaster. 






pickets of the council and attempts to hold demonstrations, 
seemingly at the expense of work in the wards themselves. 

The council leadership made blunder after blunder. 
First the BNP candidates were dismissed as “fascists” but 
within days they were closet “independents” at heart who 
could be won over. 

Two Labour councillors were threatened with disciplinary 
action for removing the BNP wreaths laid on Holocaust 
Memorial Day. However, the true culprit was the council 
leader who had extended the invitation to a party of 
Holocaust deniers. 

The national Labour Party wringed its hands at the local 
party, but in the end, did little to help. 

Anti-fascists and Labour in Burnley must pick themselves 
up. They need to look critically at the past 12 months but 
this process must be concluded swiftly. A proper 
understanding of why people voted for the BNP should be 
developed and a campaign to undermine the BNP 
councillors must begin. 

Labour’s surprise was largely the result of poor voter ID. In 
some areas the party failed to contact more than a quarter 
of its own supporters, let alone those who might have voted 
BNP The party needs to use the next six months to rebuild 
its own local organisation and canvassing records. It also 
needs to start campaigning at grassroots level. Voters have 
to be given a reason to come back to Labour. 

But more fundamentally, Labour needs new local 
leadership. The present leader has made several key 
blunders and is now too tainted with defeat. 

The BNP is already boasting about further gains next year 
and control of the council the year after. The sad truth is that 
this can no longer be dismissed as a fantasy, but much will 
depend on Labour’s response. 

We must start to fight back now. The consequences of not 
doing so are unimaginable. 
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Bradford 8 Nazis 0 


saw off the challenge from the British National Party 

which stood in eight wards in the city. As with last year 
there are again important lessons to learn. The first challenge 
that anti-fascists faced was the scale of BNP activity; last 
year it took all our time and effort to campaign in one ward, 
this time we had to look at eight geographically diverse 
wards. Targeting particular locations was partly the result of a 
lesson learnt last year. This year we knew we had to be even 
more careful and rigorous in deciding where to concentrate 
our efforts. Of course as last year we were armed from early 
on with excellent intelligence provided by Searchlight. 
This, coupled with careful monitoring of local campaigning, 
left us in no doubt that Queensbury was the ward on which 
we needed to concentrate. Last year’s battlefield, Eccleshill, 
did not overly worry us but we did also have concerns about 
Shipley East and Idle. 

Before looking at our campaign and organisation, it is 
worth briefly describing Queensbury. Queensbury is an odd 
place that is not really a part of Bradford, but a small white 
enclave on the top of a mountain between Bradford and 
Halifax. Its population does not on the whole regard itself as 
being Bradfordian, but instead feels under threat from the 
ills, real or otherwise, represented by a declining and 
deprived city with a large non-white population. In short this 
is an extremely parochial place that finds itself under threat 
from an ever-changing world. 

The fact of Queensbury’s difference made it more 
important to search for local angles and empathy. Instead 
of Bradfordian we called our publication there the 
Queensbury Focus. This was perhaps a small and rather 
obvious point but nevertheless important for our credibility 
in the area. This needed to be backed up with local stories 
and knowledge, which was made possible with the help of 
a growing number of local activists. The campaign 
addressed BNP lies about the area and culminated with a 
whole page of letters from concerned locals who had 
responded to our appeals to work with us against the Nazis. 
This of course is the key: the BNP believe that Queensbury 
is ripe for their lies and it is indeed vulnerable. However the 
people of Queensbury are no more racist or gullible than 
elsewhere and many locals have seen through the BNP 
It is worth mentioning that our most effective means of 
generating a response was through publicising an email 
address. People seem more comfortable with this than 
the phone. 

Altogether we leafleted Queensbury, which is a large ward 
both geographically and numerically, four times, using 
three leaflets as well as Searchlight’s tabloid. Who we? 
Anti-fascism in Bradford continues to be co-ordinated by 
the Trades Council through its anti-fascist committee. This is 
a role that the Trades Council has fulfilled since at least the 
early 1970s. 

Bradford Trades Council Anti-Fascist Committee (BTUC 
A-FC) would like to thank local MSF-Amicus, GPMU and 
Unison for their ongoing support. 

BTUC A-FC is pleased that we are starting to realise our 
stated aim of being representative of all potential victims of 
nazism. Our larger campaigning base has also meant that 
we are increasingly effective in our work. The final four-page 
leaflet for Queensbury contained scoops on Nazi activity 
that we had brought to light through careful and targeted 


T= year’s anti-fascist campaign in Bradford successfully 


work. This included the unmasking of a BNP candidate for 
forging assentors’ names, which led to his arrest. Leaflets 
with this story went out ahead of the local press, but we 
were delighted with the excellent coverage unmasking the 
BNP in the Yorkshire Evening Post. Come on Telegraph and 
Argus, catch up! 

For the future we are confident that we can continue to 
live and learn as well as grow. It would be nice if the political 
parties in Bradford could also learn and wake up fully to the 
threat of the nazi menace before it is too late. Next year’s 
all-out elections will be our biggest test to date so there is 
no time for complacency. The BNP came second in four 
wards and was close in two of these, so will expect to do 
better next year. Let us hope that after this year’s defeat 
next time the nazis can be rolled back to the lunatic fringes 
where they belong. 


Kirklees 


he British National Party have long had an active 
Tesene in the Dewsbury area. They polled 

relatively well in general elections, taking more 
than 5% in both 1997 and 2001. Their results in last 
year’s local government elections were also among the 
highest in the country, with over 820 votes in Thornhill 
ward alone, and an average of just over 10% across the 
other three wards they contested. 

What little organised resistance there was in those 
years usually came in the form of an Anti Nazi League 
leafleting session the weekend before polling day. 
In anticipation of the BNP fielding a full slate this year, our 
group was formed, much along the lines of the Oldham 
model, with the support of trade unions, local councillors, 
tenants’ associations and anti-fascist campaigners. 

The campaign began in late February. From the outset 
our intention was to concentrate our limited resources 
on the Thornhill ward, where we believed the BNP had 
its strongest chance of a victory, while also targeting 
specific areas in each of the other six wards. 

The first task was to counter BNP propaganda on law 
and order by exposing the criminality of its leaders and 
activists in a community newsletter. We also played 
heavily upon the Holocaust denial element of the 
organisation. By mid-March we had drawn up an 
agenda of activity and were out three times a week. 

Those whom we drew around us was were all new to 
the anti-fascist movement. Members of the Green Party, 
Liberal Democrats, Labour councillors and people who 
had never been involved in politics were all essential to 
the group, and donated a lot of time and resources. 

The Searchlight tabloid was well received. The response 
made the backbreaking job of delivering 5,000 news- 
papers worthwhile. We also produced four leaflets for 
Thornhill which were delivered to every household. 

Another of campaigns was to ensure that the Muslim 
vote came out in force to stop the BNP. In conjunction 
with local councillors we are already preparing trilingual 
leaflets for the coming period and organising a 
campaign to get people registered for postal votes. 

The BNP vote rose sharply despite the best efforts of 
those involved in our campaign. The BNP will now look 
to take three or four seats on Kirklees council next year. 
In three of those wards, our intention is to prevent that 
by ensuring that the anti-BNP vote materialises. 


Local election Fou, 


Searchlight June 2003 9 


goon» 


¥ 


oO 
Ta ye? 


gondup Mey OCS Ree ee aa aaa aR 





Across the country anti-BNP groups sprung up to meet the challenge of the 
racists. One of the most successful was in the Ribble Valley where a 
concerted effort by dozens of local people prevented the BNP making its 
expected breakthrough. Chris Gathercole and Farouk Hussain discuss the 
campaign they led. 


CO a et ice tee 


over the North West have been 


bussed in to carry out a huge 
and illegal campaign ....99 


said the British National Party leaflet in the last few days 
of the Ribble Valley election campaign. The BNP put up 
five candidates in the small market town of Clitheroe, 
Lancashire. They failed to win a seat but with 22% of the 
vote in the town they shocked many people who never 
dreamed it possible. 

No one was bussed in. There were no far left fanatics. 
The opposition to the BNP are all local people desperate 
to avoid the fascists gaining electoral representation. 
It was a grass roots phenomenon. Nor was the campaign 
illegal. But it did grow to be huge. 

Clitheroe is about nine miles from Burnley (three BNP 
councillors in 2002, eight in 2003) and Blackburn 
(one BNP by-election success in 2002). The Ribble Valley 
has one of the highest average incomes in the country 
and a high proportion of residents with qualifications. 
Tourism is an important part of the local economy. 

Ribble Valley Borough Council is controlled by the 
Conservatives, who mainly come from the rural areas, 
while the councillors representing the town are nearly 
all Liberal Democrats. The local Labour party has 
declined over the years until it is now virtually defunct. 

Ribble Valley Against Racism (RVAR) was formed in 
October 2002 in response to the BNP recruitment drive. 
This gave us seven months to build our network of 
supporters and develop a leafleting campaign which 
culminated in a new leaflet every week during the last 
few weeks leading up to election day. 

Before autumn 2002 there was no BNP presence. 
The national BNP rally in August 2002 was held only 
three miles from Clitheroe. This, together with their 
success in winning three seats in nearby Burnley in the 
May 2002 local elections, encouraged the local hooligan 
element to become active politically. They announced in 
December that they would contest local elections. 

As soon as it became clear that the BNP were leafleting 
and recruiting members in pubs Ribble Valley residents 
who saw the dangers decided to organise. 

All three main political parties were terminally 
complacent. They argued that if we all ignored them the 
BNP would go away. Opposing them was said to give 
them the publicity they craved. The implication was that 
RVAR activity was irresponsible. Long established 
politicians could not believe that the good citizens of 
Clitheroe would vote for the riff-raff of the town. 

We decided early on that we would be an independent 
organisation but work closely with any other 
organisation which opposed the BNP. 
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Our first leaflet was a simple, home grown, A5 sheet, 
raising awareness that the BNP really are nazis, their 
leadership is riddled with criminals, they have links with 
terrorists, they use lies and deceit and they try to appear 
respectable to the electorate. 

As our message spread we found a growing network of 
supporters: within the churches, the political parties, 
and in the tiny Asian community. This network of decent 
ordinary people tapped into all aspects of community 
life and all ages. It became a powerful force for resisting 
the fascist menace. 

The BNP response was to put out a scurrilous leaflet 
accusing us of being paedophile supporters and 
outsiders interfering in the democratic process. We were 
said to have supported the thugs who rioted in Oldham 
and Burnley. 

Despite the bluster, their leaflet was not able to 
answer the charges of nazism, criminality, links with 
terrorists and lies. 

We were learning the ways of the far right. To most of 
us fighting fascism was a new experience. We needed 
guidance. We established links with those who had been 
resisting the BNP in Burnley and Blackburn. Later we 
drew on the experience of others from around the 
country in Oldham, Wigan, Bradford and elsewhere. 
We learned fast. 

We learned from Searchlight, the Anti Nazi League 
and the Coalition Against Racism. 

We realised we needed help with conceptualising 
and designing leaflets. Searchlight came to our aid and 
together we produced a series of four leaflets under 
the title Heart of the Valley with a distinctive bridge 
logo to build brand recognition. We were getting 
more sophisticated. 

Our first Heart of the Valley was headlined “Stand 
up for decency”. It introduced Ribble Valley Against 
Racism and drew more interest. Still the main 
political parties would not meet the BNP head on. 

The BNP needed a local race and religion angle on 
which to drive fear into the hearts of local people. 
They latched onto the planning application for a 
local mosque and exploited this fully in their 
scaremongering. 

This was the only local issue in BNP terms. 
The Asian community in the town numbers 25 
families. They have been trying to get approval for an 
extension to a small end-terrace house to use as a 
mosque. This was turned down by the Conservative- 
dominated Borough Council. The appeal, attended by 
over 70 BNP sympathisers, was heard by the 
government planning inspector in March, just six 
weeks before election day. 

We decided to do a four-page leaflet addressing the 
mosque issue, outlining the background, summarising 
key points of Islam and answering the main objections 
to the planning proposal. 







Some of our supporters had been uncomfortable with 
the negative approach of denigrating the BNP. Our 
mosque leaflet was constructive and low key. It helped 
to establish RVAR as a responsible group in contrast to 
the strident, even hysterical, tone of the BNP campaign. 

We also placed a half-page advert in the local 
newspaper on the mosque issue. The BNP were asserting 
their opposition to the mosque, with the implication that 
a vote for them would help stop the mosque. Our advert 
pointed out that the decision was by that time in the 
hands of the planning inspector and the local election 
would have no effect on the outcome. 

Our third Heart of the Valley leaflet, “Life’s a riot with 
the BNP”, re-emphasised the nazi and criminal 
associations of the BNP. The final one, “Vote to save 
Clitheroe”, was designed to encourage people to turn 
out to vote. 

Over the whole campaign we delivered seven leaflets 
and the Searchlight tabloid, about 48,000 items in all. 
Scores of leafleters, all local people, kept up the pace to 
the end. 

The BNP are renowned for writing letters to the press. 
Sure enough they swung into action with a stream of 
letters. By this time our supporters didn’t need 
encouragement to respond. Anger at the intrusion of 
racist politics into our tranquil valley was such that the 
local paper had to double its letter space to 
accommodate the flood. 

Still the main political parties lay low. To the end they 
refused to mention the BNP in their election literature. 
It was surreal. Here was something unprecedented 
in local politics. Nazis were contesting for places on the 
local council and the parties could not bring themselves 
to mention it. 

As always where the BNP are active, abuse, threats 
and violence increased. Before this election 
campaign Clitheroe’s Asians had lived without any 
real fear of racism. 

Tensions rose. The atmosphere on the 
street changed and many of Clitheroe’s 









Asian taxi drivers, who were in the thick of things, 
sensed troubled times ahead. 

Combat 18 stickers appeared on lamp posts. Abuse 
was shouted at women and children by BNP supporters, 
who had been drinking, including one of their 
candidates. 

Racist and foul-mouthed abuse was hurled at leaders 
of the Christian and Muslim communities during a 
ceremony of exchange of religious texts. This outburst 
was clearly prompted by the hysteria whipped up by 
the BNP. 

Threats were shouted at the mosque appeal hearing in 
the council chamber that it would be burned down if the 
appeal was successful. The mob of BNP supporters in 
the gallery cheered but the police turned a blind eye. 
This proved to be a turning point. The front page 
headline of the local paper screamed “‘Lynch mob’ 
mentality”. Protests were made at the police inaction. 
RVAR encouraged people to fill in the self-report forms 
provided in police stations on racist incidents. The race 
hate crime unit started investigations. Prosecutions are 
now pending. 

The local police were finally forced to take racist 
incidents seriously and begin to treat the Asian 
community equally. The highly visible racism continued 
as three Asian youths were attacked by a white youth 
close to the proposed mosque site. This time the police 
arrived on the scene very promptly. Now voters were in 
no doubt about the link between the BNP and public 
disorder. 

Can we say that the anti-BNP campaign prevented 
them from winning seats? We'd like to think so but don't 

have the data to be sure. Turnout in Clitheroe was 
ee 15% higher than predicted on the basis of the 


much of this increase was the result of 
our high intensity campaign. We may — 
not have kept the BNP vote down ~ 
but we did manage to encourage — 
those against the BNP to vote. 





GPPOSING HATRED AND EXTREMISM IN THE RIBBLE’ VALLEY 





» previous two local elections. Undoubtedly ___ 


Roland 
Hailwood, 
town crier, 
tells voters he 
is not voting 
for the BNP 
in Heart of 
the Valley 
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Rejected 

and dejected, 
Nick Griffin 
departs with 
his tail 
between 
his legs 





BNP boss flees election count 


by the racism and fascism of the British National Party 
and the National Front. 

Three times the fascists have tried to sully our town’s 
name and three times Oldhamers have said NO! to their 
racist and divisive policies. 

In many ways this year’s elections posed the most serious 
threat yet with fascist candidates standing in 19 wards. The 
importance of Oldham in the BNP’s scheme was underlined 
by the fact that Nick Griffin, BNP leader and consummate 
political opportunist, was standing in Chadderton North, and 
Roy Goodwin, who came within 91 votes of being elected 
last year, was again standing in St James. 

The BNP really fancied its chances. Let no one be 
deceived, Griffin’s disappointment as he slunk through the 
side door of Chadderton Town Hall was very real. He thought 
he was going to advance his political career and gain some 
form of legitimacy. No matter that his only link with the town 
is a plot of land “rented” from his BNP buddy, Colin Burrows; 
that he did not even live in the town he would claim to 
represent, nor even make a financial contribution by paying 
council tax to Oldham Borough Council. This political asylum 
seeker was revealed for the opportunistic parasite he is. 

In spite of the propaganda in the media about asylum 
seekers and immigrants, Oldham BNP could not get its 
members to campaign and had to rely increasingly on 
imported activists. Unlike Oldham United Against Racism, 
its friends in the trade union movement and the Anti Nazi 
League, who went publicly about their campaigning with 
growing popular support, the fascists were reduced to 
delivering their material under the cover of darkness. 

We were able to co-operate with the majority of political 


Y: again the people of Oldham have been threatened 




















parties in the town, members of all communities and, with 
the support of Oldham Trades Union Council, the major 
trades unions. As our campaigning stepped up, the BNP’s 
declined and the NF’s was barely visible. Political infighting 
between Goodwin, who was demanding support for the 
campaign in his ward even at the expense of other BNP 
candidates, did not help their morale. His antagonism 
towards Mick Treacy, the BNP’s Oldham organiser, 
overflowed into an attempted “palace coup” over financial 
accountability. Treacy, who is if nothing else an inde- 
fatigable worker and the public face of the BNP could not 
stand this upstaging and resigned as organiser. He was 
wooed back after Griffin intervened, but BNP activists were 
becoming increasingly demoralised. 

It was at this stage that we stepped up our campaign with 
the aid of the invaluable Searchlight newspaper, our local 
leaflets and letters and articles in the press. The result 
was a further reduction in Treacy’s vote: the most public 
local activist for the BNP suffered another humiliation. 
A trouncing for Griffin in Chadderton North and a firm 
rejection of Goodwin in St James added to the BNP’s 
troubles. In every ward where the BNP fielded candidates 
last year and this, the number of votes it got fell, with the 
exception of Royton North. 

Our task was accomplished: the BNP did not gain any 
councillors thanks to our hard work and united campaign. 
Fascism and racism can only grow when it is not challenged. 

We know that next year our task will be even harder, but 
Oldhamers have shown that they are more than capable of 
meeting the challenge of racism and fascism. 


Merseyside 


The BNP was humiliatingly routed across Merseyside 
and it was no more than deserved. 

The BNP’s campaign could not have gone off to a worse 
start when the Liverpool press revealed that one of its 
candidates and regional organiser, Joe Owens, had twice 
been to prison. Under a huge front-page headline: 
“Vote BNP, Vote Scum’, the paper called on voters to 
reject the fascists. 

Owens later tried to pull a stunt by organising a public 
meeting in a local school with Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, as the guest speaker. 

Merseyside Trades Council organised a mass 


» protest and legal campaign to have the meeting 


stopped. The BNP event was finally cancelled after it 
refused to insure the meeting against any damage that 
might occur. 

“We would have had 6-700 people out on 
' the streets if the meeting had gone ahead,” 
Alec McFadden, President of the Trades Council, 
told Searchlight. “Everyone was mobilised. Liverpool 


was going to say no to fascism.” 


And so the city did. The average BNP vote in Liverpool 
was 5.5%. Across Merseyside it was 6.74%, compared to 
an average over the Northwest of 24.82%. 

“The campaign was a great success,” said McFadden. 
“It dispelled the myth that talking about the BNP gives 
them the oxygen of publicity and increases their vote. 
The BNP were defeated only because we told voters 
exactly what they were really about.” 





WIGAN 


United action 
defeats BNP 


n May 2002 the BNP contested the local elections in 
Five by fielding one candidate who came second and 

polled a respectable 25% of the vote. This obviously 
gave them a great incentive and throughout the rest of 
the year they continued their campaign in other parts of the 
borough, managed to get letters and articles published in 
the local press and actively promoted their 2002 candidate 
as a “nice man who likes helping people”. 

By early 2003 the BNP were ready to field five candidates 
in this year’s local elections and it looked likely that 
they could win in the ward where they stood last year. 
Their campaign was set against a backdrop of a national 
mood against asylum seekers, reinforced in the local press, 
which continued to publish only negative stories and 
comments about asylum issues. This provided fertile ground 
in which the seeds of hate being peddled in the BNP’s 
literature could flourish. 

Within the main body of anti-racist opinion locally, the 
prevailing view was “ignore them and they will go away”. 
No one did anything until February when a group of friends, 
concerned about the momentum being gathered by the 
racist bandwagon, set up Wigan & Leigh United Against 
Racism. This cross-party, cross-faith, cross-cultural and 
cross-community organisation gained the support of local 
businesses, trades unions and the Council. 

Wigan & Leigh United Against Racism began a campaign 
that resulted in the BNP only fielding two instead of five 
candidates and stopped the BNP bandwagon in its tracks. 
Last year’s candidate failed significantly to increase his vote 
and the other candidate didn’t even come close. 

The secret of our success lay in the structure of the 
organisation, its focus and its unity. Those three elements 
helped to deliver a campaign which, in four short months, 
did an amazing amount of work. 


_ Structure 

Instead of having a hierarchy, our organisation consisted of 
a number of important task groups: media, community 
campaigning, education and sports, music and culture, and 
finance and fundraising, each of which elected a member to 
sit on the co-ordinating Steering Group. Tasks were shared 
out according to the needs of the campaign. For instance, 
the media group would be asked to produce a newsletter for 
a community campaign or an article for the football club 
fanzine. Working in this way meant that everyone was made 
to feel included and valued. Most importantly, tasks did not 
fall heavily on just a few shoulders. 


Unity 

There was an understanding by everyone involved that 
being united behind a very focused message of anti-racism 
was of prime importance. No one tried to use the 
organisation or its campaigns to promote themselves as 
individuals or their political party or their particular faith. 





Thus on several Sunday mornings 30 people from across 
the political spectrum would gather to deliver anti-racist 
newsletters in the two wards where the BNP candidates 
were standing, while prelates of different faiths preached 
the anti-racist message in churches and temples. 


Achievements 

Our biggest achievement was being able to demonstrate 
widespread support for the anti-racist message, which was 
key to persuading local people to shun the BNP In this we 
managed to attract some powerful allies including Wigan 
Council, which produced a widely distributed “Exploding the 
Myths About Asylum” leaflet. 

The attitude of the local press changed significantly after 
the inaugural meeting of Wigan & Leigh United Against 
Racism when they were criticised by the BNP for writing a 
positive report of that event. From that time on, we found 
them more receptive to publishing the anti-racist message 
to a point where, in the week leading up to polling day, one 
local paper devoted a full-page spread to an article written 
by a local vicar who denounced the BNP as “evil neo-nazis”. 

The biggest achievement by far was an pre-match launch 
event, hosted by Wigan Athletic Football Club at their 
stadium, where hundreds of schoolchildren paraded anti- 
racist banners in front of thousands of cheering spectators. 
As part of the event the club, together with other local and 
national businesses, sponsored a four-page insert in the 
match programme devoted to the anti-racist message. 
This event was widely publicised in the local press and the 
insert distributed to local schools. 

There is, however, no room for complacency. Despite 
their disappointing results in Wigan, we doubt that the BNP 
will give up and go away and, even if they did, racism will 
still be with us. So the campaign goes on — the next 
newsletter is ready to be printed; new events are currently 
being planned for the summer and the autumn, and a 
whole host of educational, sports and community activities 
are in the pipeline. 

We have relearned valuable lessons: that unity certainly 
is strength; that racism will not go away unless actively 
challenged and, most importantly, that support for the 
anti-racist message is far greater than we ever imagined it 
would be. 
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e knew the 2003 elections 
WYrous be our biggest challenge 

yet, and the election of the 
British National Party in five Midlands 
seats realised many of our fears. They 
took three of the nine Black Country 
seats they contested and one of the six 
in Stoke-on-Trent. The former deputy 
leader of the BNP also overtook her 
Tory opponents in South Staffordshire 
under her new banner of the Freedom 
Party. 

But despite all these setbacks, other 
results gave us some grounds for 
optimism. Most of our own campaign 
this year consisted of door-to-door 
leafleting, and we concentrated much 
of this on Tipton Green - the ward in 
which we had expected the biggest 
threat. In the event, both the BNP and 
the Freedom Party were defeated here 
for the second year running. Tipton 
Green is actually located between all 
three of the Black Country wards taken 
by the BNP and, as one of our activists 
put it, “we have left a big hole in the 
nazis’ plans to dominate the area”. 

What ultimately overwhelmed us in 
the Black Country was a more general 
but nevertheless dramatic rise in 
the BNP’s vote over the past year. In the 
three wards they had fought before, for 
example, their vote rose by an average 
of 12 percentage points. More remark- 
ably, they polled an average of 24% in 
wards not contested before. In one of 
these wards, Tividale, they took as 
much as 30%. This was among the 
highest BNP votes anywhere in a seat 
where they were not elected. 

In the Sandwell wards this rise 
far outstripped that of their spin-off, 
the Freedom Party. In Tipton Green the 
Freedom Party saw only a marginal rise 
in its vote. This relatively poor showing 
was unexpected: we anticipated its 
ability to escape condemnation at a 
national level, together with local 
connections, might allow the party to 
be first to spring-board to electoral 
success. In the event, the BNP probably 
benefited from its earlier success in the 
North, and the Freedom Party was hit 
more by criticisms of the hypocrisy of 
its candidate in owning a luxury house 
outside the area. 

Mind you, the readers of the Black 
Country newspapers the day after the 
election could be forgiven for thinking 
that the main threat posed by the BNP’s 
ascent was to house prices. Several 
local established politicians bemoaned 
the effect their election would have on 
property values, “inward investment” 








and the notoriety of the area. 
Many pointed to low turnout as the 
explanation for the BNP’s success. 
But others highlighted issues less easy 
for the established parties to by-pass. 
The leader of the campaign to save two 
council leisure centres from closure 
made the local press with his view that 
Labour's council cuts “helped pave the 
way for far right election victory”. 

In fact, few with access to the media 
articulated one of the most powerful 
explanations for the rise in the BNP 
vote: hysteria over asylum seekers. 
The pandering of public figures to the 
BNP’s racist arguments against asylum 
was a clear prelude to the Black 
Country elections. One Sandwell MP 
made national news in March with his 
public decision to refuse to see asylum 
seekers at his constituency surgeries. 
The BNP used the opportunity to stand 
in his constituency for the first time 
and attracted more than 600 votes. 

Other reaction to the BNP’s policies 
has been more defiant. Members of 
Sandwell UNISON, the largest union 
branch in the Black Country, took a 
decision at their annual general 
meeting before the election to refuse to 
work for any BNP or Freedom Party 
candidate. As a representative put it, 
“we are not going to recognise them or 
co-operate with them or comply with 
any of their requests”. 

Some consolation might also be 
taken from the fact that two of the new 
BNP councillors only took 31% and 
37% of the vote: no other candidate in 
the same borough was elected with less 
than 40%. In fact, the share of the vote 
taken by the BNP candidate in Great 
Bridge was second lowest of any 
successful BNP candidate anywhere. 
With majorities of only 37 and 40 votes, 
the two Sandwell wards could be 
won back with a well organised local 
campaign, as we showed in Tipton 
Green. 

Shifting the BNP from Dudley might 
be harder. Its councillor is the media- 
savvy personification of Griffin’s new 
BNP and his share of the vote was high. 
But even here the BNP’s much vaunted 
breakthrough in the Midlands and its 
national headlines disguise the low 
level of actual support. Only one in 
every eight voters supported the BNP 
in Dudley, and only one in every 12 in 
Sandwell. The fact that they were 
actually elected says more about other 
parties’ failure to confront them and 
their policies than it does about their 
own actions. 





HALIFAX 


an anatomy 
of failure 


alifax is rapidly earning itself a reputation as the 
British National Party’s capital in Yorkshire. 


On 1 May the BNP doubled its representation on 
the council and came close in several other wards. 
Its eight candidates averaged 27% of the vote and the 
party has already announced its intention to stand in 
every ward in next year’s all-out elections. 

Like in Burnley, the rise of the BNP has been 
precipitated by the decline of Labour. In 1997, Labour 
held 45 of the 54 seats on Calderdale council. Today, it 
languishes well behind the Tories and the Liberal 
Democrats with just 10 councillors. 

Even in its urban stronghold of Halifax, Labour has 
declined dramatically. There is now only one ward (out of 
a total of 18) where all three councillors are Labour. 
Party membership has fallen and activism in some areas 
is almost non-existent. 

In some wards, such as Illingworth, where the BNP 
gained a councillor, Labour barely managed to put out a 
single leaflet and even that failed to mention the BNP. 
The fascists, in contrast, delivered five pieces of 
literature. Groups of BNP activists leafleted young 
parents taking their children to school early in the 
morning and held numerous meetings and discussions in 
pubs late into the evening. 

A number of callers to a local radio station noted 
Labour’s absence as a key factor in the BNP victory. 

“I didn’t see them throughout the election”, one caller 
said. “I’m normally a Labour voter but why should | vote 
for a party that obviously takes my vote for granted.” 

Labour’s inactivity, largely the result of members’ 
disillusionment with the Labour government, has left a 
vacuum into which the BNP has stepped, offering a diet 
of easy solutions, lies and scapegoating. In contrast to 
Labour’s increasingly demoralised state, the highly 
motivated BNP has presented the alienated and 
resentful electorate with a chance to strike back at the 
established parties. 

Labour’s efforts to fend off the BNP were greatly 
hampered by an absence of local information. This was 
the result partly of years of local inactivity and more 
generally of the Labour Party’s strategy of just targeting 
people who normally vote. As is now evident, the BNP 
mobilises hundreds of people who do not usually vote. 

Even when opportunities to attack the BNP arose the 
local Labour Party failed. When BNP councillor Adrian 
Marsden threatened Labour councillor Helen Rivron 
inside the Town Hall the party failed to capitalise. 
They feared that voters would view it as “too personal” 
an attack on Marsden. Privately, it is believed that many 
Labour Party activists feared physical reprisals. 

It would be wrong to believe that all the problems of 
Calderdale can be laid at Labour’s door. Polling evidence 
again shows that many Conservative voters switched to 
the BNP In the traditionally safe Tory ward of 


Northawram and Shelf, the vote of the incumbent 
Conservative councillor, Bill Carpenter, slipped from 
1,756 to 1,231 and the Conservative share of the vote 
fell from 62.8% to 36.3%. The BNP candidate finished a 
mere 112 votes behind. 

With the BNP candidate promising to stand again next 
year and the party announcing its intention to stand in 
the Conservative heartlands of the Calder Valley, the 
Tories need to reassess their position. 

It could make a start by ending the public support the 
leader of the Conservative Group has given Marsden 
since his election in January. Many councillors who 
privately enjoyed Labour’s discomfort at the loss of a 
seat to the BNP must now be aware that their own wards 
are at risk. Those who continue publicly to cavort with 
the BNP should be disciplined. 

The only joy on the night was the BNP’s defeat in 
Mixenden, the ward where it won a seat in January’s by- 
election. Liberal Democrat Stephen Pearson took the 
seat that was up for election this time, defeating both 
the BNP candidate Jane Shooter and the Labour group 
leader and incumbent, Bob Metcalf. 

Pearson ran a strong anti-BNP and anti-Labour 
campaign. More importantly, his literature appeared 
successful in attracting both Labour and Conservative 
voters on the basis that he was the only candidate able 
to beat the BNP. 

It is a tactic that Labour would do well not to ignore. 

Next May the entire council is up for election as 
the ward boundaries are being redrawn. That gives the 
political parties 12 months to get their act together. 
Much needs to change and the campaign must start 
now. Like its sister organisation in Burnley, Halifax 
Labour Party needs to rebuild itself afresh and reengage 
with voters. 

However, early indications about whether this will 
happen are mixed. While some in Halifax Labour Party 
were visibly shaken by the BNP’s success and so appear 
keen to redouble their efforts, others have yet to be 
convinced. 

A depressing sight on election night was some Labour 
activists believing that the party had done well to beat 
off the BNP. So well, they thought, that nothing really 
needs to change. With all-out elections a year away, 
this is a very dangerous attitude. 
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praised the Northeast for Kevin Scott’s effort in 

fielding a record 54 candidates for the BNP in this 
year’s local elections. But in the end it all came to 
nothing. 

Sunderland was the jewel in the crown, 25 candidates, 
a full slate, with talk of gaining seats this time round 
after 28% in Town End Farm last year. Griffin turned up 
for St George’s Day to rally the troops, but his visit 
rapidly descended into farce. The evening meeting 
consisted of up to 40 of the usual suspects, with the key 
speaker arriving late and smuggled in through the back 
to avoid a picket arranged at short notice. 

Things got worse the following weekend, when one 
candidate was featured in the national press stating he 
was a squirrel, another upset a number of his fellow 
members by revealing in the local paper that he had 
converted to Islam three years ago, and a third “law and 
order” candidate got arrested again for being drunk 
and disorderly. During his arrest he tried to claim 
diplomatic immunity as a councillor. 

On the night, it was quickly obvious that the BNP was 
not going to win anything and the main group, led by 
Kevin Scott’s new sidekick Debra Hiles, left as quickly as 


N-: Griffin, leader of the British National Party, 


























































































































































































































































they arrived, leaving the old-timers looking glum. BNP 
candidates achieved second place in five seats, and 
polled 13,700 votes across the city, but achieved no more 
than a virtually identical share of the vote, in places 
where they stood, to last year. In the party’s key target 
ward of Town End Farm, the BNP raised its share of the 
vote by just 1%. There were definite signs of discontent 
in the ranks. 

Elsewhere across the northeast, the BNP gained 
second place in two wards in Gateshead but, apart from 
that, fairly low votes and certainly nowhere near the 
fascists’ hyped up expectations. The figure being 
bandied about of 45 BNP candidates being paper 
candidates seems accurate, as outside Sunderland, 
Gateshead and Benwell in Newcastle, where the veteran 
fascist John Harwood is running the show, there was 
little activity or interest. 

The BNP will be back, and on election night was 
talking about 75 candidates in Sunderland in next year’s 
elections in which all seats on the council will be 
contested. But this year, following a long and hard 
fought campaign by local anti-fascists, trade unionists 
and community groups, the BNP has been held back in 
its aims. 

The much smaller National Front raised its head in 
Washington East in Sunderland, where, as elsewhere 
when it stood head to head with the BNP it failed 
miserably. But in two wards in Newcastle, the NF gained 
over 800 votes and 11% and 15% of the vote. On the 
back of this the NF has decided to stand in the 
mayoral election just down the river in North Tyneside 
on 12 June. This failed to tempt the recidivist criminal 
Simon Biggs back into the limelight, with the NF putting 
up Robert Batten instead. 











' The British National 
- Party fielded a record 
number of candidates 
in last month’s 
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did well in some 
places, they were 
disappointed in 
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thought they 
do far better. 
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‘ouncil Ward 


Aberdeen Seaton 

Allerdale Wigton 

Ashfield Hucknall West 
Ashford Aylesford Green 
Ashford Stanhope 
Barnsley Darton 

Barnsley Monkbatton 
Basildon Fryerns 

Basildon Lee Chapel North 
Basildon Pitsea South East 
Bedford Putnoe 
Birmingham Kingstanding 


Birmingham Longbridge 
Birmingham Northfield 


Birmingham Oscott 
Birmingham Stockland Green 
Birmingham Weoley 
Birmingham Yardley 

Blaby Enderby & St Js. 
Blaby Kirby Muxloe 
Bolsover Scarcliffe 
Bournemouth West Southborne 
Bradford Baildon 
Bradford Bolton 

Bradford Clayton 
Bradford Eccleshill 
Bradford Great Horton 
Bradford Idle 

Bradford Queensbury 
Bradford Shipley East 
Brighton & Hove Rottingdean C. 
Bristol Bedminster 
Bristol Bishopsworth 
Bristol Brislington East 
Bristol Stockwood 
Broxbourne Cheshunt Central 
Broxbourne Cheshunt North 
Broxbourne Rosedale 
Broxtowe Brinsley 

Burnley Bank Hall 
Burnley Briercliffe 
Burnley Brunshaw 
Burnley Cliviger w W. 
Burnley Coalclough w D. 
Burnley Gannow 

Burnley Gawthorpe 
Burnley Hapton With Park 
Burnley Lanehead 
Burnley Queensgate 
Burnley Rosehill w B.W. 
Burnley Trinity 

Burnley Whittlefield w I. 
Calderdale Illingworth 
Calderdale Mixenden 
Calderdale Northowram/Shelf 
Calderdale Ovendon 
Calderdale Sowerby Bridge 
Calderdale Sowerby Bridge 
Calderdale St Johns 
Calderdale Town 

Cherwell Bicester West 
Cherwell Bicester West P. 
Coventry Woodlands 
Crawley Furnace Green 
Darlington Bank Top 
Darlington Cockerton West 
Darlington Harrowgate Hill 
Darlington Haughton West 
Darlington North Road 
Darlington Northgate 
Darlington Pierremont 
Derwentside Blackhill 
Derwentside Havannah 


Doncaster MBC Adwick 
Doncaster MBC _ Bentley Central 
Doncaster MBC Bentley North 
Doncaster MBC _ Stainsforth 
Doncaster MBC Thorne 


Dover Tower Hamlets 
Dudley Castle & Priory 
Dudley Coseley East 
Dudley Coseley West 
Dudley St James 
Easington Wingate 
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Party Candidate 


NF 
BNP 
BNP 

NF 

NF 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NF 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
BNP 
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BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 

NF 

NF 
BNP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
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David McDonald 
Paul Stafford 

Barry Hodgson 

John Richard Kellam 
Terry S Blackham 
Stephen Andrew Gedney 
Paul Harris 

William Baker 
Sidney Chaney 
David King 

Richard Green 

Terry John Williams 
Mark Cattel 

Lee Adam Savage 
Sharon Ebanks 

Lee Salsbury 
Windridge Lee 
Robert Purcell 
Michael Robinson 
Peter Arthur Francis 
Mark Stringfellow 
Barry John Bennet 
David Hobson 
Arthur Winston Bentley 
Linda Cromie 

Kerry Bedford 
James Breslin 
Stuart Paul Williams 
Paul Cromie 

Chris Lawrence Hill 
Renzo Lorenzo Ferrari 
Clive Courtney 
David Millard 

John Jarvis 

Diane Carr 

lan John Seeby 
John Arthur Cope 
Ramon Paul John 
Sadie Bethany Graham 
Mark Halstead 
Patricia Thompson 
Maureen Stowe 
Brian Turner 

Mark Pennington 
Carol Hughes 
Andrew Kenyon 

Len Starr 

Luke Smith 
Middleton McGuinness 
Jim Cowell 

Simon Haworth 
Barry Birks 

Richard Mulhall 
Jane Shooter 
Graham Nolton 
Andrew Mellor 
Christian Jackson 
John Gregory 
Andrew Mulligan 
Chris Goodridge 
James Starkie 
James Starkie 

Mark Andrew Payne 
Vernon Atkinson 
Harry Marrs 

David Bowman 
Trevor Hugh Agnew 
Nigel Nevison 

Mark Kilpatrick 

Paul Thompson 
Wayne Simpson 
Peter Norman Hopper 
Malcolm Jefferson 
David Liam O'Neill 
Lee Mark Evans 

Lee Mervyn Haggan 
David Owen 

Jay Holt 

Andrew Henry Lammas 
Simon Darby 
William Matthew Pinchers 
Gary Brian Woodall 
Alan John Clarke 
David Walton 


% 


12.50% 
7.90% 
18.80% 
10.15% 
12.43% 
7.99% 
10.76% 
21.87% 
15.11% 
15.54% 
8.70% 
14.93% 
11.63% 
10.75% 
16.00% 
11.90% 
15.38% 
16.97% 
25.62% 
16.99% 
7.10% 
5.02% 
16.43% 
18.48% 
19.31% 
17.38% 
16.32% 
20.05% 
29.97% 
25.63% 
5.20% 
9.82% 
5.86% 
10.13% 
9.66% 
15.95% 
30.83% 
48.44% 
43.36% 
33.55% 
51.90% 
37.03% 
32.82% 
34.17% 
38.57% 
40.16% 
40.10% 
34.63% 
32.99% 
34.22% 
34.17% 
19.66% 
38.69% 
27.96% 
33.03% 
29.30% 
11.33% 
13.43% 
13.69% 
25.23% 
7.94% 
4.04 
20.50% 
13.90% 
10.70% 
12.00% 
10.10% 
7.90% 
1.20% 
11.90% 
6.20% 
17.70% 
16.60% 
15.20% 
10.50% 
13.70% 
7.80% 
9.40% 
15.50% 
42.67% 
27.13% 
24.06% 
10.44% 
12.70% 


Pos 


7 of7 
6 of 7 
5 of 5 
5 of 5 
4of 4 
4of 4 
4of5 
3 0f 5 
3 of 6 
3 of 6 
4of5 
3 of 4 
4 of 5 
4 of 4 
3 of 4 
4 of 4 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
5 of 5 
5 of 5 
4of 5 
7 of 9 
3 of 5 
20f 4 
3 of 5 
3 0f 5 
3 0f 5 
20f5 
2 of 4 
20f 5 
1 of 13 
6 of 7 
3 0f 5 
4 of 6 
4o0f 5 
3 of 4 
2 of 3 
iho} 
2 of 2 
2 of 4 
1 of 3 
1of 4 
1of5 
2 of 3 
1 of 4 
2 of 3 
1 of 4 
1 of 4 
2 of 4 
2 of 4 
2 of 3 
2 of 6 
1 of 3 
2 of 4 
20f5 
2 of 4 
6 of 8 
4of8 
4 of 4 
3 of 4 
4 of 4 
8 of 10 
3 of 4 
4 of 4 
6 of 6 
4of 4 
10 of 14 
Tof7 
9 of 9 
5 of 5 
10 of 10 
4of 4 
5 of 5 
3 of 4 
3 0f 5 
4of 4 
5 of 6 
3 of 4 
4 of 4 
1 of 4 
20f5 
3 of 4 
5 0f 9 
5 of 5 


Lib Dem 


124 
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Votes cast 


Turnout 


42.04% 
35.00% 
28.71% 
26.34% 
18.74% 
23.00% 
21.96% 
28.08% 
21.47% 
24.08% 
38.55% 
20.98% 
24.88% 
30.10% 
28.46% 
20.57% 
30.60% 
32.15% 
25.86% 
37.44% 
38.00% 
28.49% 
42.00% 
35.00% 
35.00% 
32.00% 
31.00% 
36.00% 
37.00% 
31.00% 
53.76% 
36.84% 
41.08% 
33.90% 
41.08% 
27.09% 
27.02% 
30.80% 
37.40% 
36.34% 
44.30% 
41.20% 
56.09% 
39.54% 
41.52% 
39.49% 
38.10% 
45.00% 
43.81% 
40.49% 
35.10% 
41.90% 
36.48% 
39.52% 
40.21% 
32.75% 
38.84% 
38.84% 
48.27% 
39.03% 
31.93% 
N/A 
35.00% 
27.24% 
45.5%! 
47.47% 
52.13% 
51.78% 
48.19% 
44.06% 
51.51% 
N/A 

N/A 
45.80% 
44.28% 
46.88% 
44.81% 
48.89% 
27.28% 
30.68% 
29.05% 
31.03% 
30.82% 
35.37% 


Council 


East Ayrshire 
Erewash 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Gateshead MBC 
Guilford 
Hinckley & B. 
Hull 

Hull 

Hull 

Kirklees MC 
Kirklees MC 
Kirklees MC 
Kirklees MC 
Kirklees MC 
Kirklees MC 
Kirklees MC 
Knowsley 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 

Leeds CC 
Leicester CC 
Leicester CC 
Leicester CC 
Liverpool CC 
Liverpool CC 
Liverpool CC 
Manchester 
Mansfield 
Market Harbgh 
Medway 
Medway 
Medway 

Morley 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 
Newton Abbott 
North Cornwall 
North Devon 
North Wiltshire 
Oldham 

Oldham 

Oldham 

Oldham 

Oldham 

Oldham 

Oldham 

Oldham 


* Oldham 


Oldham 
Oldham 
Oldham 
Oswestry 
Pendle 

Pendle 

Pendle 

Pendle 
Plymouth 
Reigt. & Banstd. 
Ribble Valley 
Ribble Valley 
Ribble Valley 
Ribble Valley 
Ribble Valley 
Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC 


Ward 








Auchinlek BNP 
Nottingham Road BNP 
Bensham BNP 
Bede BNP 
Deckham BNP 
Dunston BNP 
Felling BNP 
High Fell BNP 
Saltwell BNP 
Teams BNP 
Stoke BNP 
Earl Shilton BNP 
Bransholme East BNP 
Bransholme West BNP 
Orchard Park BNP 
Batley East BNP 
Batley West BNP 
Birstall & Birkenw. BNP 
Dewsbury East BNP 
Dewsbury West BNP 
Mirfiled BNP 
Thornhill BNP 
Cherryfield BNP 
Barwick & Kippax BNP 
Beeston BNP 
Garforth & Swili. BNP 
Morley South BNP 
Richmond Hill BNP 
Seacroft BNP 
South Pudsey BNP 
Whinmoor BNP 
Eyres Monsell BNP 
Freeman BNP 
Thurncourt BNP 
Anfield BNP 
Kensington BNP 
St Mary's BNP 
Newton Heath BNP 
Cumberlands BNP 
Little Bowdon FP 
Chatham Central BNP 
Luton And Wayfield BNP 
Princes Park BNP 
Topcliffe BNP 
Benwell BNP 
City West BNP 
Lemington NF 
Newburn NF 
Scotswood BNP 
Bushell BNP 
Altarnun BNP 
North Molton BNP 
Calne BNP 
Alexandra BNP 
Chadderton North BNP 
Chadderton South BNP 
Failsworth West BNP 
Hollinwood BNP 
Lees BNP 
Lees NF 
Royton North NF 
Royton North BNP 
Shaw BNP 
St James BNP 
Waterhead BNP 
Gobowen & S. BNP 
Barrowford BNP 
Clover Hill BNP 
Coates BNP 
Vivary Bridge BNP 
Devonport BNP 
Merstham BNP 
Edisford & LMoor BNP 
Littlemoor BNP 
Primrose BNP 
Salthill BNP 
St Marys BNP 
Great Bridge BNP 
Langley BNP 
Princes End FP 
Princes End BNP 
Tipton Green FP 
Tipton Green BNP 
Tividale BNP 


Party Candidate 


Stephen Burns 

John Pennington 
Terry Armstrong 
Kevin Bell 

Ronald Fairlamb 
David Dafter 

John Battersby 
Kevin Scott 
Bainbridge George 
Dafter Michael Nolan 
Francis McAllister 
Simon James Gibson 
Alan Siddle 

Richard Brown 
David Hannam 
Gillian Cass 
Jonathan Pygott 
John Wilkinson 
David Huntington 
Lee Wetherhill 

Karl Hanson 

Nick Cass 

Gary Aronsson 
Christopher Andrews 
Thomas Linden 
Tracy Ann Andrews 
Christopher Beverley 
Collett Mark Adrian 
Alistair John Ingram 
Richard Warrington 
Marten Darren Gibson 
Edward Scott 

Kevin Yates 

Clive Potter 

Joey Owens 

Michael Sheil 
Malone Raymond 
Derek Adams 
Steven Eric Belshaw 
David Peter Ball 
Brian Ravenscroft 
Simon Brown 

Lee John Barnes 
Christopher Beverley 
Jonathan Keys 
Leonard McCourt 
Paul Forster 
Kenneth Thomas Booth 
William Curtis 
Darren James 

Peter Mullins 

Peter Chantler 
Robert Anthony Baggs 
Tony Wenworth 

Nick Griffin 

Stewart Fullard 
Charles Style 

Mick Treacy 

Craig Lawton 
Kristian Etchells 
Darren Dobson 
Norman Corbett 
Alwyn Stott 

Roy Goodwin 

Martin Brierley 

Mark Norwood 

Mike Brennan 
Trevor Dawson 
Geoffrey L. Whitehead 
Brian Parker 
Graham Greene 
Philip Peters 

Peter McQuade 
Brian Ferguson 

Ivan Duxbury 
Shannon Gath 

Paul Frankland 
David Watkins 

Alan Hipkiss 

Alison Ann Aitken-Jones 
John Steven Salvage 
Stephen Edwards 
Terence John Taylor 
Carl Roy Butler 





Vote 


73 

282 
209 
307 
4441 
352 
405 
237 


% 


4.97% 
19.20% 
9.00% 
13.48% 
15.74% 
8.78% 
13.95% 
7.12% 
12.47% 
12.59% 
8.24% 
18.60% 
5.77% 
10.00% 
6.36% 
11.82% 
19.37% 
16.82% 
19.50% 
13.81% 
29.01% 
27.74% 
9.50% 
8.01% 
10.91% 
10.48% 
18.99% 
19.88% 
11.78% 
8.27% 
9.16% 
5.71% 
4.66% 
8.41% 
6.10% 
4.28% 
6.14% 
10.96% 
3.24% 
6.14% 
9.80% 
14.10% 
12.70% 
7.38% 
15.00% 
7.20% 
11.40% 
14.30% 
8.10% 
3.80% 
10.30% 
11.92% 
17.00% 
17.51% 
27.58% 
30.07% 
33.69% 
23.00% 
24.70% 
3.25% 
2.11% 
31.49% 
25.97% 
31.36% 
25.11% 
4.50% 
26.45% 
25.80% 
23.58% 
24.54% 
6.60% 
16.20% 
14.65% 
14.09% 
13.66% 
12.92% 
9.66% 
31.50% 
22.32% 
6.62% 
36.96% 
26.43% 
12.83% 
30.23% 


Pos 


40f 5 
7of7 
30f5 
2 of 4 
3 of 4 
4 of 4 
2 of 4 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
7of7 
7 of7 
4 of 4 
3 of 4 
4of5 
3 0f 5 
3 of 5 
3 0f 5 
3 0f 5 
3 of 5 
2o0f5 
20f5 
2 of 2 
4of5 
3 of 6 
4of 4 
3 0f 5 
2 of 4 
4 of 4 
40f5 
4of5 
7 of 9 
TAof 11. 
5 of 8 
4of 6 
3 of 6 
3 of 5 
3 of 6 
6 of 6 
0 

11 of 14 
7 of 11 
5 of 7 
TaO teas 
4 of 4 
3 of 6 
4 of 4 
4of 4 
3 of 4 
4 of 4 
3 of 3 
3 of 3 
3 of 4 
3 of 6 
2 of 5 
2 of 6 
2 of 3 
3 0f 5 
3 of 6 
6 of 6 
6 of 6 
2 of 6 
2 of 4 
2 of 4 
3 0f 5 
5 of 5 
3 of 5 
2 of 4 
2 0f 5 
2 of 4 
11 of 14 
3 of 4 
4of 6 
4of 4 
3 of 7 
4of 6 
5 of 5 
1 of 3 
3 of 4 
5 of 5 
1 of 5 
2 of 5 
4of5 
2 of 4 


Lib Dem 


DNS 
DNS 
244 
287 
450 
552 


DNS 
281 


Others 
432(2) 


732 
93 
823? 
204? 
660? 
1218? 
DNS 


Votes cast 


1468 
3584 
2323 
2277 
2802 
4009 
2904 
3074 
2847 
3566 
4305 
6324 
1257 
1190 
1972 
5554 
4702 
4304 
4307 
4691 
4525 
5249 
869 

6681 
3372 
6258 
5604 
2767 
3023 
5286 
3755 
5232 
3498 
5043 
2471 
2152 
1953 
ooo 
1819 
2246 
6669 
6077 
2870 
4268 
2374 
1742 
369 

445 

151 

2256 
749 

990 

1290 
3066 
3601 
2571 
2244 
1349 
1907 
1907 
3499 
3499 
2618 
2583 
3724 
1849 
1822 
ATOZ 
1671 
Loi 
6881 
2159 
2014 
2073 
4771 
1958 
2091 
2451 
2881 
2040 
2040 
41014 
4101 
2607 


Turnout 


N/A 
29.41% 
46.51% 
42.53% 
47.21% 
54.82% 
53.00% 
51.96% 
45.28% 
49.30% 
49.93% 
33.88% 

22.8% 

19.9% 

23.0% 
44.86% 
36.91% 
32.58% 
38.88% 
38.15% 
37.04% 
44.32% 
20.50% 
36.00% 
28.50% 
33.00% 
25.11% 
23.20% 
26.00% 
31.79% 
30,20% 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
24.42% 
21.49% 
22.03% 
24.90% 
31.22% 

36.9% 
24.75% 
24.10% 
21.70% 
37.00% 
51.90% 
41.90% 
49.80% 
52.50% 
52.50% 
26.30% 
43.94% 
58.86% 
31.00% 
44.00% 
44.20% 
34.80% 
30.70% 
34.10% 
40.00% 
40.00% 
42.50% 
34.60% 
33.30% 
40.84% 
39.49% 
31.00% 
46.52% 
47.72% 
44.77% 
37.01% 
26.12% 

33.9% 
50.10% 
54.80% 
42.90% 
47.70% 
52.73% 
25.93% 
30.12% 
21.94% 
21.94% 
34.06% 
34.06% 
27.20% 
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Council Ward 


Sedgefield Neville & Simp. 
Sedgefield Thickley 

Sefton Norwood 

Sheffield Brightside 
Sheffield Hansworth 

South Hams Dartmouth Townst. 
South Holland Weston & Moulton 
South Staff Wombourne SW 
South Staff Wombourne SWP 
South Tyneside Beacon & Bents 
Southampton Bitterne 
Southampton Coxford 
Southampton Millbrook 
Southampton Redbridge 
Southampton Woolston 
Southend Victoria 

Stockport Edgeley 

Stockton OT Hardwick 
Stockton OT Norton 


Stockton OT 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Stoke-on-Trent 


Portack & Tilery 
Burslem South 
Chell & Packmoor 
Longton North 





Stoke-on-Trent Meir North & W. 
Stoke-on-Trent — Norton & Bradeley 
Stoke-on-Trent — Tunstall 
Sunderland Castletown 
Sunderland Central 
Sunderland Collier 
Sunderland Eppleton 
Sunderland Fulwell 
Sunderland Grindon 
Sunderland Hendon 
Sunderland Hetton 
Sunderland Houghton 
Sunderland Pallion 
Sunderland Ryhope 
Sunderland Shiney Row 
Sunderland Silksworth 
Sunderland South Hylton 
Sunderland Southwick 
Sunderland St Chads 
Sunderland St Michaels 
Sunderland St Peters 
Sunderland Thorney Close 
Sunderland Thornhome 
Sunderland Town End Farm 
Sunderland Washington East 
Sunderland Washington North 
Sunderland Washington South 
Sunderland Washington West 
Tameside Hyde Newton 
Taunton Deane —Halcom 

Taunton Deane __Lyngford 

Thanet Westgate On Sea 
Torbay Berry Head 
Torbay Blatchcombe 
Torbay Tormohun 

Torbay Watcombe 
Wakefield Horbury 
Wakefield Ossett 

Wales (Ass.) South East Wales 
Walsall Hatherton 

Wear Valley Henknowle 

Wear Valley Woodhouse Close 
Welwyn & Hatfld Northaw & Cuffey PC 
Wigan MBC Abram 

Wigan MBC Orrel 

Wirral Tranmere 
Worcester Holy Trinity 
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N 
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Party Candidate 


Justin Spencer Thornton 
Janine Thornton Browne 
Michael McDermot 
Chris Neil Hartigan 
Derek Hutchinson 
Peter Leslie Pernie 
Jack Tyrell 

Sharon Edwards 
Sharon Edwards 
David Delaney 

Jason Brown 

Edwin Lee Gammon 
Terrie Jayne Rintoul 
Jason Robinson 
Debbyann Payne 
Graham John 

Richard Chadfield 
Jean Allison 

William Pickering 
William Nunn 

Jenny Holdcroft 

Doug Smith 

Steve Batkin 

lan Clegg 

John West 

Michael Coleman 

lan Macdonald 

Chris Lathan 

lan Leadbitter 

James Davison 
Joseph Dobbie Sr 
Paul Humble 

Guynan David Edward 
Andrew Morris 

lan Patterson 

David Martin 

Michael Matthews 
Sharon Leadbitter 
Trevor Jenkins 

Debra Hiles 

Alan Brettwood 

Carol Dobbie 

Steve Bilton 

Jason Dent 

Joseph Dobbie jnr 
Phillip Clark 

John Martin 

David Richardson 

lan Guilbert 

Gordon Pace 

Keith Byrne 

Mark Ward 

Steven Robert Cook 
Dwain Hawforth 
Robert Alan Parker 
Anthony Robert North 
Michael Henry Turner 
Lauren Jeanette Taylor 
Peter Charles Lucas 
John Aveyard 

Susie Cass 

Pauline Gregory 
William Thomas Locke 
Lee Thornton 

Jason Thornton 

Brent Alec Cheetam 
Shambley Dennis 
Richard Morton Close 
Stephen Smeltzer 
Martin David Roberts 


Vote 


% 


229 18.30% 
84 3.50% 
226 7.84% 
587 18.20% 
402 11.13% 
23 4.50% 
420 16.10% 
641 40.54 
615 17.54 
420 15.96% 
288 10.01% 
197 6.51% 
230 7.05% 
275 9.63% 
189 6.37% 
249 17.10% 
318 12.98% 
201 13.90% 
285 10.00% 
260s or Ore 
554 24.05% 
588 26.04% 
948 = 38.16% 
697 28.37% 
675 22.42% 
623 23.91% 
TO2,- 723:20% 
686 21.08% 
685 20.80% 
225 4.84% 
431 9.35% 
515 17.00% 
619 15.47% 
419 10.88% 
480 13.67% 
556 12.58% 
691 14.17% 
474 9.42% 
575 13.68% 
674 21.60% 
510 17.83% 
415 9.96% 
534 11.10% 
674 15.47% 
680 21.84% 
453 =13.82% 
878 29.65% 
eSifall 7.54% 
422 ~ 14.55% 
586 9.74% 
347 8.77% 
578 25.20% 
157, 4.35% 
LSE 3.54% 
280 17.10% 
522 T1096 
276 12.00% 
204 8.20% 
169 7.40% 
629 15.47% 
784 18.55% 
2310 1.89% 
Postponed 

67 4.44% 
170 10.94% 
298 21.87% 
576 25.90% 
368 12.46% 
102 6.61% 
271 24.73% 
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Votes cast 


3218 
2686 
2883 
2988 
402 

509 

3665 
1584 
3507 
2632 
2878 
3027 
3262 
2857 
2968 
1457 
1132 
2241 
4775 
2990 
2304 
2258 
2484 
2457 
3014 
2606 
2483 


169731 


2679 
3038 
1362 
2219 
2947 
1542 
1103 


Turnout 


39.81% 
55.19% 
27.08% 
28.7% 
26.00% 
N/A 
35.60% 
30.00% 
N/A 
47.50% 
28.69% 
28.80% 
30.34% 
26.95% 
29.80% 
21.97% 
26.5% 
46.7% 
57.7% 
49.40% 
25.90% 
28.60% 
24.10% 
26.30% 
28.60% 
28.10% 
43.12% 
42.33% 
48.36% 
48.94% 
56.83% 
43.15% 
51.46% 
43.92% 
43.92% 
53.47% 
45.93% 
45.16% 
44.33% 
42.97% 
45.70% 
51.85% 
55.80% 
54.05% 
42.61% 
45.46% 
45.12% 
44,24% 
42.15% 
42.38% 
42.77% 
24.4% 
28.80% 
33.40% 
31.70% 
31.10% 
24.90% 
25.60% 
34.10% 
34.10% 
34.40% 
N/A% 


50.28% 
44.37% 
32.53% 
24.96% 
31.46% 
17.89% 
26.20% 


Key to election results 


BNP - British National Party 
NF — National Front 
FP — Freedom Party 
TW - Third Way 


Superscripts to party results indicate the number of candidates standing for that party. 
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BNP thuggery 





he British National Party’s political strategy was 
accompanied by a campaign of harassment, 
intimidation and physical violence against its 
opponents. Across the country, anti-fascists 
and Labour Party councillors and members 
were targeted by BNP thugs. 

That these incidents occurred in so many places 
across the country only emphasises the coordinated 
nature of this campaign. 

In Barnsley Joe Hayward, a Labour councillor and 
magistrate, was physically assaulted by three BNP 
goons, including the party’s candidate, after he refused 
to hand over copies of the Searchlight tabloid. 

“I saw the BNP at their worst tonight,” Mr Hayward, 
66, told Searchlight. “They showed themselves for what 
they are: thugs.” 

On Merseyside, the BNP targeted a longstanding Labour 
councillor from the Wirral. Her crime had been to attend 
an anti-fascist meeting in Liverpool organised to dent the 
campaign of the serial thug and gangster Joe Owens. 

Shortly after the meeting the councillor was rung up 
at home and told there would be trouble if she remained 
involved in the campaign. 

A few days later the BNP went out of its way to deliver 
a leaflet to her house and a group remained standing 
menacingly outside for some time. The party was not 
standing in her ward and it was a clear attempt to 
intimidate. Fortunately she remained resolute and the 
following night a squad of union shop stewards were on 
hand to see off further BNP harassment. 

In Halifax, a mob of 60 to 80 BNP activists and known 
football hooligans threatened 20 anti-racist 
campaigners on the last Sunday of the campaign. 
In what has become a regular occurrence, the local 
BNP, which now contains two councillors linked to the 
nazi terror group Combat 18, sought to prevent people 
from participating in legitimate political campaigning. 
A photographer from the Yorkshire Post was man- 
handled after he attempted to take pictures. 

The BNP were out again the following evening, but 
this time a small group of anti-fascists changed their 
meeting point and were able to distribute several 
hundred leaflets before the BNP could find them. 

But the BNP had not ended its campaign. On the eve 
of the poll, car loads of local BNP activists, including 
several candidates, preferred to spend the evening 
chasing anti-fascists across the town. In one incident a 
car was followed for over an hour. 

Unfortunately, the attitude of the local police was 
appalling. They had been warned about the BNP 
mobilisation but despite a promise to enable people to 
participate in the democratic process, the one officer 
who was on hand refused to get out of his car until most 
of the anti-fascists had left. 

It is an attitude local anti-racists have come to expect. 
People remember the police’s failure to respond to a 999 
call a few years ago when Combat 18 thugs attacked two 





schoolteachers in the town. If the police had been 
bothered to attend, they would have found the culprits, 
with bags of racist material and CDs, happily drinking in 
another pub up the same road. 

The last Sunday of April also saw the BNP harass and 
intimidate anti-fascists in Dewsbury. The local organiser 
and candidate, Nick Cass, spent the day attempting to 
take photos of people. 

All too often, these photos appear on the Redwatch 
website, which is linked to Combat 18. Several BNP 
activists, including Tony Wentworth, the Young 
BNP organiser, have taken photographs that later 
appeared on the Redwatch site. 

In Devon, police issued verbal warnings to two South 
Devon BNP candidates, Peter Lucas and regional 
organiser Tony North, following their harassment of 
anti-racist campaigners in Torquay. 

This followed an earlier incident when a nazi thug 
screamed “Sieg Heil” at anti-fascists after a leaflet was 
delivered to the house of the Newton Abbott BNP 
candidate, Darren James. James was forced out of his 
house to drag his “friend” inside. 

In Birmingham, BNP activists have harassed and 
photographed Labour Party activists as they 
campaigned over the final weekend. Again, the target 
appeared to be the distribution of the Searchlight 
newspaper. 

On election night, BNP thuggery led to violent and 
intimidating scenes in Oldham town centre and at a 
count in Wigan. 

It was not all plain sailing for the BNP. In Bradford, 
Paul Cromie, the party’s candidate in Queensbury, tried 
to chase some anti-fascists who were distributing anti- 
BNP material to selected households. Unfortunately for 
the new South Bradford organiser, the anti-fascists 
appeared to know Bradford better than the candidate. 
Within minutes of the car chase, Cromie found himself 
in a predominantly Asian area. The anti-fascists stopped 
their car and began hitting the horn. Cromie was forced 
to make a quick getaway as local youths learnt that a 
nazi was in the area. 

An angry Martin Salter, MP raised the BNP violence 
in the House of Commons shortly before election day. 
“The BNP do not understand the process of 
government. They might be very good at getting elected 
by playing on people’s fears and damaging race 
relations. They might also be very good, as they were the 
other week, at mobilising support for a bunch of football 
hooligans to go rampaging round the streets of Halifax 
ripping leaflets out of the hands of members of 
opposition parties. They might also be very good at 
mobilising thugs to cause the violence that we saw at the 
England versus Turkey game, but they are a cancer at the 
heart of British politics.” 

Despite all this, anti-fascists remained resolute. Four 
hundred thousand copies of the Searchlight tabloid 
were distributed, along with dozens of local leaflets. 
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Broxbourne 


TO THOSE WHO walk the very white Lea Valley Regional 
Park’s riverside paths into Hertfordshire, just north of 
London, the BNP’s victory in Broxbourne should have 
been no great surprise. Ramon Johns, a 70-year-old 
partially retired taxi driver, took 48.44% in Rosedale 
ward in a 30.8% turnout. Elsewhere in Broxbourne, 
Ian Seeby got 15.95% on a 27% turnout and John Cope 
managed 30.8%. 

The National Front started softening up this area back 
in the 1970s, with Johns an active member. He moved to 
the BNP 20 years ago and regularly stands in elections. 

The area is not deprived, run down or full of asylum 
seekers, in fact according to local Conservative 
councillors there are no refugees there at all. 

The ward won by the BNP is a well built former 
council estate now owned by its residents. What the BNP 
has done is feed on the illogical fears of an upwardly 
mobile set of home owners from Haringey and nearby 
Enfield, who are part of the flight of Londoners of all 
races with the means to get away from failing social 
conditions in the capital. Racial attacks in Enfield are at 
a level of serious concern and over the past 40 years the 
borough has housed every type of nazi and racist 
imaginable, including the killers of an elderly Jewish 
couple in the early 1980s. Jewish cemeteries are 
constantly desecrated. 

Despite Broxbourne having only a tiny number of 
Asian families, it is not immune from racist violence. 
In the run-up to the election, arsonists poured petrol 
through the letterbox of the home of an Asian couple. 

Broxbourne was one of just a handful of wards that the 
BNP fought where no copies of the Searchlight tabloid 
were distributed. This failure by anti-fascists, including 
ourselves, enabled the fascists to spread their filth 
unhindered. 

The BNP’s 25-strong team visited every household 
in the three Broxbourne wards twice and produced 
four local newsletters, all on asylum and immigration. 
In Rosedale neither the Tories, who had held it, nor 
Labour did any canvassing at all. 

Although there is a five-year waiting list for a council 
home in the area and the hordes of immigrants and 
asylum seekers are a BNP myth, it seems that neither 
party wanted to tackle the question or even state the 
facts and show up the BNP for the liars they are. 

The lesson of Broxbourne is that if we do not expose 
the fascists and fight them with the truth, too many ill 
informed voters will be prepared to give them the 
benefit of the doubt. 


Essex 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY had long looked enviously at 
the nearly all-white areas of Essex around Basildon and a 
rundown district of the popular seaside town of Southend. 
These were clearly the “white flight” areas in the Thames 
corridor that the BNP had talked of and its average of 
around 17% its four candidates achieved was no surprise. 
In the past the very right-wing local Tory party had kept the 
fascists proper at bay. This was Harvey Proctor territory of old. 
Searchlight had for years turned up former nazis and National 
Front (NF) activists in the ranks of Tory party branches there. 
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Now the BNP was trying its chances. In Southend’s 
Victoria ward the BNP candidate was Graham John, a well 
known NF thug in west London in the 1970s and 1980s. 
He was also involved with the rapists, burglars and 
kidnappers of Islington NF. 

John had moved to Southend ten years ago, had 
infiltrated the Conservative Party and stood unsuccessfully 
as a Tory council candidate in 2001. 

He informed the electorate that he was 62, retired 
and had expertise in marketing, sales and graphic design. 
He went on to claim he was a trustee and Minister of a 
Christian Church. Yes he is and it’s not exactly the Church 
of England. The New Christian Crusade Church is part of 
the Christian Identity Movement that has given comfort and 
succour to hundreds of far-right fanatics across America 
and preaches violent racial hatred and antisemitism. John 
operates from a mailing address in Chelmsford, Essex. 

He is a close friend and associate of Keith Thompson, the 
former boss of the hardcore nazi League of St George. 
Thompson is the prime instigator of New Target, a Mickey 
Mouse attempt at an intelligence journal, which insults the 
dead and lines up the living for violence from his nazi 
friends. Thompson lives just outside Southend. 

John used his “graphics skills” to produce a rather tatty 
newsletter, The Victoria Patriot — “the voice of the silent 
majority”. Its anti-asylum message was clear. Among his 
law and order promises were night curfews for youngsters. 

In Basildon, Sid Chaney, one-time bosom buddy of 
the late Lady Jane Birdwood, took 285 votes (15.1%) in 
Lee Chapel North. Chaney’s earlier associations with a gang 
of armed robbers, when he was living in Islington and active 
in the violent NF branch there, was a story the local press 
chose to ignore. Of course, one of 82-year-old Chaney’s 
campaign themes was law and order. 

Also standing in Basildon was David King, who turned up 
there a few years ago after a career as the BNP’s Tower 
Hamlets organiser, where he ran with the notorious local 
heavy mob which included many criminal supporters of the 
nazi terror group Combat 18. 

Taking a lead in facing the BNP threat in Essex were trade 
unionists, members of the Anti Nazi League and a handful 
of Labour Party members. Like elsewhere in the country, 
where the BNP went, violence was never far behind. 


Kent 


THE ELECTIONS brought little encouragement for the 
far right in Kent. This is perhaps surprising, given that 
the county has played such a prominent part in the 
continuing national controversy over asylum-seekers. 

Most recently, the Kent town of Sittingbourne 
generated national headlines on asylum, with the 
uproar over plans (now dropped) to use a hotel there as 
an asylum induction centre. 

Against expectations, the fascists failed to stand in 
Sittingbourne. The British National Party did manage to put 
up three candidates in nearby Medway (in three Chatham 
wards), but none came anywhere near being elected. 

Lee Barnes, a former swimming-pool attendant 
who acts as the BNP’s national legal adviser, won 205 
votes in Princes Park, tying with the Liberal Democrats. 
His adjusted vote-share (the proportion of those voting 
who gave him a vote) was 13.2%. 
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Brian Ravenscroft, a former railway worker, polled 272 
votes in Chatham Central, giving an adjusted vote-share 
of 11.2%; he was bottom of the poll. 

The best result for the BNP in Medway was in Luton and 
Wayfield ward, where Simon Brown, a former Paratrooper 
who recently moved to the area, polled 344 votes, 
comfortably beating the Liberal Democrats and the UK 
Independence Party. His adjusted vote-share was 15.1%. 

A fourth prospective Medway BNP candidate, Tony 
Holroyd, 23, failed to stand in Peninsula ward after his 
mum, Stella, frog-marched him down to the Civic 
Centre and made him withdraw his nomination papers. 

Medway BNP clearly lacked the resources to put on 
much of a campaign and its progress was hampered by 
the widespread distribution of anti-fascist literature 
by activists from the Anti Nazi League (ANL), “Medway 
United”, UNISON and the Labour Party. 

In Thanet, Robert Parker, a former Tory Party member, 
stood for the BNP in Westgate-on-Sea, a suburb of 
Margate popular with retired people. He came bottom 
of the poll with 280 votes, giving him an adjusted vote- 
share of 17.1%. Margate ANL made sure Parker got a run 
for his money; he left the count reportedly looking 
“gutted”, with cries of “Nazi scum!” ringing in his ears. 

In Dover, Andrew Lammas, a railway worker, stood for 
the BNP in Tower Hamlets. Reporters who interviewed 
Lammas found him dim and inarticulate. Anti-fascists 
formed “Dover Against the BNP” and put anti-fascist 
literature through practically every door in the ward. 
Lammas received 160 votes, giving an adjusted vote- 
share of 16.1%, and came bottom of the poll. 

The National Front also fielded two candidates in Kent, 
both in Ashford. Terry Blackham, the NF leader, polled 
47 votes (12.5%) in Stanhope. The seat was won by the 
Labour candidate Harriet Yeo, a member of the ANL's 
national steering committee. In Aylesford Green, John 
Kellam, a building labourer, polled just 51 votes (10.2%). 

Across Kent, the fascist candidates (BNP, NF and a lone 
nutter in Sevenoaks) polled 1,485 votes — equivalent to 
12.9% of those voting in the eight wards where they stood. 
They finished bottom of the poll in all but two wards, and 
in one of those they were just two votes from the bottom. 


Brighton 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party had high hopes for 
Rottingdean Coastal, a ward that covers Saltdean. 
Saltdean had been the sight of anti-asylum protests over 
recent months when it came to light that a local hotel 
was to be used for asylum seekers. 

A magnificent campaign by Saltdean for Tolerance and 


Respect (STAR) in which they delivered thousands of 
their own leaflets and some 7,000 copies of the 
Searchlight newspaper made a big dent in BNP support. 
In the end the BNP secured less than 2% in an area that 
asylum had been a hot local issue! The BNP candidate 
and his one supporter left the count to chants “Get out 
of Brighton”. 


The Southwest 


UNDER THE LEADERSHIP of Tony North, the BNP had strived 
hard over the past couple of years to make its mark across 
the Southwest and this was reflected in a list of candidates 
covering Taunton in Somerset, Calne in Wiltshire, Bristol, 
Exeter, North Devon, Torbay and north Cornwall. Constant 
letter writing campaigns and morale-boosting speaking tours 
by Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, had given local activists a 
greatly overoptimistic view of how well they could do. North 
himself only got 8.7%, coming last of three candidates. 

A wide coalition took the BNP on and thousands of copies 
of the Searchlight tabloid popped up everywhere from the 
smallest village pubs to council estates. 

Faced with failure the BNP resorted to a pretty poor attempt 
at dirty tricks. Anti-fascist campaigners in Torbay, Devon, 
gathered to distribute their local leaflets and our paper only to 
be confronted by a BBC television crew who had been tipped 
off by the BNP that trouble was likely to occur. The police also 
appeared as did a BNP candidate and some minders, who did 
their best to provoke the anti-fascists without success. 

The anti-fascists explained to the BBC that the nazis were 
trying to use them. The police also intervened, suggesting 
that people should just get on with canvassing. At this point 
the BNP complained that their opponents’ publications 
were illegal, but the police replied that lawyers had 
confirmed they were within the law. 

The BNP left, only to return soon afterwards. Unfortunately 
for them the police had kept an eye on events and confronted 
them. The rather muscular fascists claimed to be canvassing 
but had no leaflets. The police cautioned them over two 
breaches of the law with a view to charging them, then 
ordered them away. Clearly the police in Devon and Cornwall 
are light years ahead of their counterparts in Halifax. 

The BNP had placed great hopes in Diane Carr, who 
was standing in Stockwood, Bristol. This well turned out, 
middle-class, well educated professional represented the 
new face of the BNP. She was being pulled like a rabbit out 
of a hat in the hope of giving the BNP a better class of 
councillor than its rednecks in Yorkshire and the Northwest. 
With under 10% of the poll and coming fourth out of five 
candidates, she seems no more than a five-minute wonder 
that has ended in failure. 


Liberal Democrats and Tories did not stand. 
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The BNP’s violence, traditional in the region, was 


Nottinghamshire as a result of regular work in the 
communities by a combined force of trade unionists, 
green activists and veteran anti-fascists, who had been 
pursuing the BNP since last May’s local elections and had 


T« British National Party crashed to disaster across 


prevented the fascists from standing in two local by-elections. 
Once again the Searchlight tabloid was used to focus the anti- 
BNP campaign alongside local material. 

The BNP vote was far below the party’s expectations. The one 
exception was the 43.36 % that Sadie Graham collected in 
Broxtowe, but she was in a straight fight against Labour as the 


omnipresent, though anti-fascists were not deterred by threats 
throughout the campaign. The BNP now has just under 
50 members in the Derbyshire Nottinghamshire border area. 
On election night most of them turned up at the counts and 
what a motley crew they are. An attempt to ambush anti- 
fascists leaving one count failed. 

The BNP candidate in Mansfield was Steve Belshaw, a 
convicted criminal with precisely the right background for 
national office in the party. He polled a mere 59 votes, 3.5%, 
the BNP’s poorest result in the East Midlands. 

The BNP’s three candidates for Leicester City Council fared 
little better, the best result being the 8.4% achieved by the 
veteran fascist campaigner Clive Potter. 
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IP campaign is a non-starter 

BNP’s Scottish Parliament campaign was doomed 
ilure even before it had begun. A carefully 

ged press conference to introduce its candidate 



















for a blustering roadside lay-by. z 
Nazi League activists, tipped off by Searchlight, 
d the hotel forcing the BNP Jeader. and his 
h friends to flee the area. 
Griffin could have made better use of his time. 
The press were so unimpressed with proceedings that 
most failed to report the event. 

The BNP received a paltry 1.1% of the vote. 


Mum knows best 
It must be every parent’s nightmare to discover their 
children support the BNP. So you can imagine the 
outrage and shame of Anthony Holroyd’s mother when 
she learnt that her son was a BNP candidate in 
Medway, Kent. 

Mrs Holroyd grabbed her silly son and literally frog- 
marched him down to the town hall to withdraw his 
nomination form. 


Muslim stands for anti-Muslim party 

We all know that BNP members are hypocrites but 
when we heard that one of the party’s candidates in 
the recent elections was a practising Muslim, even we 
were startled. 

Steve Bilton, the BNP candidate for St Michael’s 
ward, Sunderland, converted to Islam three years ago. 
“It was something that had been in my head for a long 
time,” he said. “Islam is a religion of choice.” 

Bilton saw no contradiction between his religion and 
standing for the BNP despite the party leader 
repeatedly calling Muslims “the enemy within”. 

Bilton was backed by the ever populist BNP 
Simon Darby, the BNP’s West Midlands regional organiser, 
told journalists that the BNP was now “secular”. 














rVexsyevaimmers ale l(etchec) 
Recent issues of Searchlight have reported how 
Charlie Braithwaite, the BNP candidate in Barrow, 


Letter of the campaign 


Across the country voters expressed their opposition to the BNP. 
One of the most powerful letters came from George Heighinton, 
DFC, from Torbay, Devon. 

“l was in Germany in 1935, the year of the infamous 
Nuremberg laws. | saw Nazi rallies in Munich and Nuremberg, 
| soon realised Germany was in the grip of unspeakable evil 
men. But of course only in the years immediately following the 
collapse of the Third Reich was the full horror of Nazi brutality 
revealed in all its grisly detail. 

What | had seen in Hitler’s Germany spurred me to volunteer 
as soon as | was old enough to fight, | served in 111 Squadron 
RAF flying Spitfires. 

| feel a chill when | see the BNP stand here in Devon, the 


phraseology might be different, but the message is the same 
one | heard in Hitler’s Germany. Thousands of my generation 
won't forget their sacrifice.” 

















ended into farce as the BNP had to abandona 






































A lot of hot air or bad wind 
A BNP candidate also failed to materialise in Reading 
despite intense media publicity and BNP promises. 

“| wasn’t overplaying my hand,” a defensive Stuart 
Russell, the BNP press officer, told the local newspaper, 
having said earlier that candidates would be standing. 

Martin Salter, the local MP expressed his relief. 
“Lam delighted the BNP can’t even find 10 people to 
sign a nomination form to support their squalid little 
party and their particularly poisonous brand of bigotry.” 

The local BNP organiser blamed abrasive and bullying 
tactics by Salter for the party’s no-show. 


The BNP are “evil” 
Church leaders in Birmingham branded the BNP “evil” 
after the party made false claims on an election leaflet. 
BNP literature claimed that the vandalising of a 
parish church was the work of Islamic fundamentalists. 
It also claimed that some local churches were going to 
be replaced by mosques. 
“The claims made by the BNP are hypocritical, 
overblown and unfounded,” the Archbishop of Aston 
told the local press. 


Violent past catches up with candidate 
The BNP went into the election campaign believing that 
its candidate for the Stoke ward of Chell and Packmoor 
was a dead-cert to win. However, the party hadn’t 
anticipated the tenacity of local journalists. 

Doug Smith, 43, was standing for the BNP on a law 
and order ticket. His literature promised a crackdown 
on crime and zero tolerance towards violent thugs. 

First the press revealed that he had taken part in an 
armed burglary. Smith’s response was that this was the 
only blemish on his record and he had since learnt his 
lesson. BNP regional organiser Simon Darby even 
dismissed the incident as a “prank”. 

However, rumours of Smith’s criminality persisted. 

A week before polling the local paper revealed that 
Smith had eight more convictions, including a 
two police officers, burglary and theft. 
Unsurprisingly, voter: unned — at the polls. 
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Maureen Foster interviews 
Kevin Curran, General Secretary 
elect of the GMB, one of Britain’s 
biggest trade unions 





“1 DON’T BELIEVE that British working people have 
an appetite for fascism,” says Kevin Curran, general 
secretary elect of the GMB, during our discussion about the 
British National Party gains in the local elections. For a 
number of years Kevin has been regional secretary of the 
GMB northern region covering the northeast of England. 
After a hard fought campaign in the northeast the BNP 
failed to gain a foothold in the region and he is clearly 
delighted about this and determined that the GMB will play 
its part opposing fascism throughout the country. 

| asked Kevin for his views on the reasons for the advance of 
the BNP He says, “the central problem is that the Labour Party 
is disengaged from local communities and there has been a 
steady decline in the level of local activists in local politics”. 

Kevin maintains that a key factor in the disengagement of 
local people from politics is that central rather than local 
government controls money and resources in communities. 
As a result there has been steady erosion of local 
democracy. He says, “at present local government is an 
agent of central government policy and this needs to 
change with the reversal of this process and more 
resources going to local government”. If this reversal 
happens, “people will see they can make a difference and 
will want to play a part and will revitalise local democracy”. 

While Kevin agrees with many of the Labour Party’s 
policies he thinks that some policies are too far to the right 
and this gives ammunition to the far right. He cites an 
example: “The government has pandered to racism on the 
issue of asylum seekers. They have used words such as 
swamping and bogus, which feed the far right agenda. 
The debate on asylum and immigration must be turned 
around nationally and in the northeast.” Kevin knows the 
northeast very well and is clear that “the northeast suffers 
from not enough immigration from both inside and outside 
the UK and we need to speak up clearly on this issue and 
change the agenda”. He says that most people in the 
northeast are not racist and are very welcoming people. 
However it is clear that a job of work needs to be done to 
make people aware that bringing people in from different 
countries stimulates the economy and brings new ideas and 
approaches, which is always good for area. 

He stresses that the government needs to look at a sensible 
immigration policy, which is colour blind. He is firm that, “we 
cannot tolerate a situation where white people are welcomed 
and black people are not”. He thinks that the government has 
been pandering to racism but that people also have genuine 


concerns, which need to be considered. He says, “when 
people hear of parts of the UK being run by criminal gangs 
from different ethnic backgrounds, or recent arrivals in the UK 
running the sex trade, or people smugglers, then, he 
maintains, “we have to be courageous and say this has to 
stop. We need to have controls we can have confidence in 
because people don’t want the UK being taken advantage of.” 

Like a number of northern areas the northeast has higher 
than average unemployment so it is no surprise that it is 
high on the target list for the BNP “The government has put 
resources into training but it is not targeted to the 
northeast,” he says. He gives the example of Swans 
(Shipyard) where this year there were 1,600 applications 
for 12 places for apprentices. We need “demand led 
opportunities for working people”, he stresses. 

Kevin says that most people join trade unions for 
protection at work but that we also need to “improve our 
own internal democratic structures in trade unions. 
We need to draw in more young people, women and people 
of colour. We need to rebuild for the future; we need to 
keep our values but rebuild and revitalise.” Kevin is also 
keen that at the grassroots level unions get information to 
counter fascist propaganda in workplaces. 

Kevin is delighted to see the BNP beaten back in the 
northeast but realises there is much still to do. The GMB 
stresses the importance of working to develop leaders in 
the community who will help revitalise community life. Kevin 
asserts, “our involvement in the community tells us they are 
there — they always are” 

The GMB believes that fascists joining trade unions 
should be identified and isolated and will campaign in the 
UK and Europe to change the law to enable the union 
legally to expel fascists. 

As a young shop steward in London in the 1970s Kevin 
Curran was active in the Anti Nazi League. He worked with the 
ANL trade union arm led by Ernie Roberts in the East End. He 
reminds us that the trade union movement in the northeast 
made significant resources available for anti-fascist work in 
the local elections particularly in Gateshead and Sunderland. 

The GMB is nationally affiliated to Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight and Kevin is keen to support the work Searchlight 
does. He says, “Searchlight has done a tremendous job 
tracking the activities of the far right and providing that info 
for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information 
for and supporting communities, and working jointly with 
trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.” 


Kevin Curran, 
a keen 
supporter of 
Searchlight’s 
work 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

& Special rates on training and educational materials. 

& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
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Address 
Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) 
Email 





Affiliation rates per year: 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 


50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 


than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 


PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG @ Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 


email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com 


BELGIUM 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/RésistanceS in Brussels 


Far right primed for election gains 


APPREHENSION WAS MOUNTING in the run-up to the 
Belgian national elections on 18 May that the racist 
Vlaams Blok (VB) might make serious gains. 

The federal elections four years ago produced an 
unprecedented U-turn in Belgian politics when, for the 
first time since the Second World War, a government was 
formed without the Christian Democratic party. 
The coalition formed by the Socialist parties, the Liberal 
Democrat parties and the Green parties in Flanders and 
Wallonia survived its four-year term without any major 
problems even though many commentators and the 
right-wing opposition were convinced this “adventure” 
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Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 








national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Position 





Address 





Postcode 





Telephone (h) 





(w) 





Fax 





Mobile 





Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


would not last a year. 

Opinion polls before the election were showing that 
the traditional parties in Flanders were maintaining their 
support, but that the left-wing green party, Agalev, had 
declined and the VB could pick up increased support. 

The VB, which has led a sick xenophobic campaign in 
“family friendly” tones, was aiming to win 18% of the 
Flemish vote. No less a cause for concern was the fact 
that opinion polls have shown declining public support 
for the cordon sanitaire — the agreement between all the 
democratic parties to exclude the VB from any form of 
cooperation at any level. 

In French-speaking Wallonia the Green party, Ecolo, 
looked unlikely to equal its 1999 successes and the far- 
right Front National appeared to have made some 
progress, but was not expected to reach anywhere near 
its good results of the early 1990s. 

Another concern was the new style of the conservative 
Christian Democrats, a bizarre mix of obsolete 
Thatcherite ideas and coarse populist opinion, and an 
evident intention to cooperate with the VB in the future. 


Nazis return to violence 


From Pat Hennings in Gothenburg 


TWO NAZIS have been arrested in Karlstad, northwest 
Sweden, for an alleged plot to murder a local anti-racist. 
Bjérn Nord, 30, whose name is familiar to anti-racists in 
central Sweden, was arrested with a 23-year-old 
comrade in April, following a search of Nord’s 
apartment in which a cleverly constructed “video 
bomb” was found. 

The bomb was set to detonate when the video was 
pulled from its box. A police officer almost did so, but 
hesitated when his colleagues found tools and 
equipment for bomb making. According to a technical 
investigation, the bomb was powerful enough to kill its 
target instantly. 

The police have not identified Nord’s target. 
The preliminary hearing was held behind closed doors 
and the court banned participants from discussing the 
case. However, news reports say the bomb was 
intended for Greger Wahlgren, a police officer who 
heads a local Crime Prevention Centre which, together 
with social workers and non-governmental 

_ organisations, has repeatedly targeted nazi crimes and 
activities in the Karlstad area. Wahlgren has not 
commented, except to say that he and other workers at 
the centre have noticed increased attention from nazis 
in recent months. 

Nord has a history of violent nazi activities throughout 
the 1990s and since becoming active has spent more 
time in prison than out. He began his career as an 
activist in a local skinhead gang in the late 1980s, when 
he also attended meetings of the “respectable” Sweden 
Democrats. 

In 1990 he was imprisoned for a year for theft and in 
1992 he notched up another 16 months for serious 
assault. By 1994, he was part of a gang of nazi thugs 
terrorising the nearby town of Arvika. He was arrested 
and sentenced to eight years in prison for assault and 
fire bombing a refugee centre. 

Released early for good behaviour, he was swiftly 
arrested again for gross assault. His subsequent release 


in March came just four weeks before police found the 
video bomb. 

While in prison, Nord became a prominent figure in 
the Aryan Brotherhood, the notoriously pro-terrorist 
and violent nazi prisoners’ organisation. A previous 
leader of the Brotherhood, Niklas Léfdahl, was arrested 
in the late 1990s for a mail bomb sent to the Justice 
Minister, Laila Freivalds. A police investigation found a 
wealth of correspondence between Léfdahl and Nord. 
The Brotherhood views itself as the “spearhead” of 
armed white revolution and its propaganda has often 
argued for political terrorism. Several members have 
been sentenced on arms or explosives charges. 

The nazi arrested with Nord already has an impressive 
track record despite his youth. He has previously been 
convicted for armed robbery,and participation in a 
much publicised arms theft, for which he got three years 
in prison. Like Nord, he was only recently released. 

The arrest of Nord comes amid growing concern that 
Sweden is about to suffer a new bout of murderous nazi 
violence. Since the terrorist murder of two police 
officers in 1999, the assassination of the trade unionist 
Bjérn Séderberg and the car bombing of the anti-racist 
journalists Peter Karlsson and Katarina Larsson, 
organised nazi violence has been relatively low key. 

Nazi organisations appear to have become more 
active again with a number of small incidents reported 
over the past few months. Several have occurred in 
the Karlstad area, which boasts activists from both the 
National Socialist Front and the recently formed nazi 
splinter group National Unity. In April, a 19-year-old 
man was hospitalised following an assault by a gang of 
skinheads, and there have been several attacks on 
immigrants. Late last year, a skinhead assaulted and 
robbed a disabled immigrant. 

Meanwhile, Dan Berner, 28, of Nordland infamy, has 
now been formally charged with the murder of a teacher 
nine years ago. Berner was arrested in March after an 
anonymous tip-off to the police. 


Searchlight June 2003 27 








By Tor Bach and Sven Johansen in Oslo 


Weak far right cannot fight elections 


Topics 








NORWAY’S TWO FAR-RIGHT parties, the Nasjonalal- 
liansen (National Alliance — NA) and Fedrelandspartiet 
(Fatherland Party — FP) now have so few followers that 
they are unable to present any lists of candidates for 
local elections this coming autumn. Internal warfare, 
political disagreements and a total lack of organisational 
competence have led to their abysmal failure to 
establish a viable Norwegian fascist party. Both outfits 
have been reduced to two websites where sporadic 
condemnation of Norway’s immigration policy is the 
only sign of life. 

An NA attempt at revival by profiting from popular 
opposition to the war in Iraq was left stranded on the 
beach when the peace movement ignored the NA’s 
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formal attempt to join. The FP, which bizarrely claims 
that its political ideas are protected under copyright law, 
is currently limiting itself to website commentary on 
news from the daily press. 

It is some time since the FP had its heyday with two 
elected local councillors in western Norway. Stopp 
Innvandringen (Stop Immigration) had a candidate 
elected in Drammen in eastern Norway at the same 
time. Both groups’ leaders, Harald Trefall and Jack Erik 
Kjuus, have now dropped out of party politics. 

The FP effectively collapsed after a takeover bid by the 
United Nationalists, a party run by Kjell Tore Vogsland. 
Later, Vogsland took over the White Electoral Alliance 
and renamed it the NA. 

This stunt flopped from the outset, and a short 
political marriage to the Norwegian Popular Party, led by 
Oddbjorn “Oddball” Jonstad, only added to the 
confusion. After a while, Jonstad quit the “united” party 
and went his own way with a few members of the old 
National People’s Party. 

Vogsland’s tiny group of followers declared that now 
they had got rid of Jonstad, members would again flock 
to their party. However, six months later all that he had 
achieved was a new website. At present, Vogsland and 
his pals produce a monthly email newsletter which 
devotes most of its space to bitter broadsides against 
Jonstad, who is one of the few people ever expelled from 
the anti-immigrant Progress Party. 

Another right-wing group, the Demokratene 
(Democrats), is standing for election to several local 
councils across Norway. The party is led by Vidar Kleppe 
and Jan Simonsen, two former high-ranking Progress 
Party Mps, but they have recruited a number of activists 
with a shady past in fascist and racist organisations. 

In Oslo, the elderly Victor Backlin is fourth on the 
Democrats list. This former progress Party candidate 
has gained notoriety in recent years for his anti- 
immigration outbursts. Another Democrats candidate 
in Oslo is Alf Saxlund who is due to appear before an 
Oslo court on 22 October charged with the illegal 
possession of firearms and unsafe storage of a large 
quantity of firearms and ammunition. Roy Reiersen, 
who appears on the same candidates’ list, is a former 
Stop Immigration candidate. 

In Berum near Oslo, the Democrats list is headed by 
shipping broker Tom Granerud. Granerud has a fascist 
pedigree in the FP and was elected to the executive of 
the local Popular Movement against Immigration in 
1999. With him on this body sat hardcore nazis such as 
the Bootboys leader Alexander Kristoffersen, who was 
one of the driving forces behind the nazi bunker on 
Alnabru in Oslo, long since closed. Another on the 
Demokratene list in Beerum is Elsa Ruud, who was a 
candidate for the FP in the town in 1991 and 1995. 

Democrats? Perhaps, they should consider a name 
change. 
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From Tor Bach in Oslo 


Nazis charged with armed robbery 


TWO NOTORIOUS nazis have been charged with armed 
robbery after a bank raid in Oslo on 22 April, in which they 
and their two accomplices got away with a suitcase 
containing £300,000. 

Armed with sub-machine guns, Terje Sjglie and Daniel de 
Linde, together with de Linde’s girlfriend and the infamous 
bank robber Trond Ron Jarle Horgen, sped away from the 
bank in a car that had been stolen a couple of months 
earlier, hitting a female cyclist on the way. After making their 
escape they packed the suitcase containing the money ina 
cardboard box with aluminium foil, believing that this would 
block the suitcase’s built-in radio transmitter. 

However, thanks to the robbers’ evident lack of technical 
expertise, the police were quickly able to track the money 
to a shed at Snargya outside Oslo. After four days of round- 
the-clock surveillance, they arrested the suspects when 
they attempted attempt to retrieve the loot. 

To regular Searchlight readers, Sjdlie is well known as the 
former leader of the Oslo-based nazi goon squad, Bootboys. 
When the robbery took place, Sjglie, who is serving a three- 
year prison term for the attempted murder of the failed nazi 
leader Eirik Ragnar Solheim, was on leave from his cell to 
study at the Norwegian School of Management. 

That sentence was imposed while Sjglie was already 
serving two years and seven months for another abortive 
bank robbery in October 2000. On that occasion, Sjglie and 
his comrade-in-arms-and-booze, Werner Holm, were 
arrested in Sweden after a wild car chase involving 
Norwegian and Swedish police. When detained the dynamic 
duo were covered in green paint from the exploding security 
cartridges concealed with the money. 

De Linde has several previous convictions for grievous 
bodily harm and weapons violations. He was convicted for 
shooting a woman in the leg during a riot outside a pub in 
1998. He has also been convicted for making threats by 
telephone to Solheim. 

All the suspects in the latest case deny any connection 
with the robbery but their protests cut little ice with 
magistrates who ruled that the three male suspects be held 
in solitary confinement for four weeks. 

Apart from the drama of the bank raid, there are very few 
signs of life on the Norwegian nazi scene. Many activists 


seem tired, and internal conflict is rife. The nazis have been 
on a downward spiral since the brutal murder of the black 
teenager Benjamin Hermansen two and a half years ago 
and there are no nazi marches or gigs. 

The sole exception is that perennial nuisance Tore W Tvedt, 
leader of the lunatic Vigrid sect, who travels around the country 
conducting weird baptism ceremonies. Tvedt claims to be the 
prophet of the ancient Norse god Odin. His latest scam is to 
start his own “aid” organisation, selling lace and patchwork 
made by other, even more confused, Vigrid members. 

Tvedt claims to be collecting money for starving children 
in Russia and Ukraine but what seems more important to 
him are the physical attributes of the very young girls who 
have started to flock around him. In a presentation of his 
bogus aid organisation, Tvedt starts by praising the “well 
shaped and sexy look” of the girls in Vigrid and salivating 
over “their round and wonderful shapes”. Although Vigrid 
bears all the classical marks of a psycho sect, nobody 
seems bothered by the fact that a 63-year-old man is going 
round describing girls as young as 13 as “sexy”. 

While Tvedt admires his “Vigrid girls”, another elderly fascist 
seems eager to exceed all previously known boundaries of 
trash on the internet. Anna Nikoline Duus, 73, who lives in 
Bergen, runs a German-language website called Deutsche 
Zeitung. She has decorated her site with amateurishly 
animated pictures of burning buildings, moving aeroplanes 
and falling bombs while introducing her pet poodle, Cherie, 
and displaying a picture of her late cat, Pernille, complete with 
angel wings in some sort of cats’ Valhalla. 

Duus’s main political concern is alleged Allied war crimes 
against Germany during the Second World War, but in 
another section of her website she portrays what she claims 
are Jewish atrocities against Palestinians. This fascist 
grandmother, who is a keen fan of the British revisionist 
writer David Irving, has been trying desperately to keep her 
address and telephone number hidden. 

The reason for her shyness became apparent when 
Searchlight’s Norwegian sister magazine, Monitor, was 
contacted by two different journalists who wanted to ask 
Ms Duus why she had been using their articles without 
permission and had translated them into German with an 
antisemitic twist. Even a quick glance at Duus’s website 
shows that she is systematically trampling on Norwegian 
copyright law by stealing articles from several newspapers 
and translating them into German. 
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From Esbeé for SCALP-REFLEX in Paris 
Nepotism rules OK 


THE FASCIST LEADER Jean-Marie Le Pen has moved 
to strengthen the political influence of his 
daughter, Marine, by appointing her vice-president 
of his Front National (FN) and securing her election 
to the party’s nine-member executive for the next 
three years. 

The decisions were made at the FN’s Twelfth 
Congress held in Nice from 19 to 21 April. Under the 
slogan, “Aim even higher!”, the gathering 
celebrated the thirtieth anniversary of the party’s 
foundation and the anniversary of Le Pen’s 
sensational success in the first round of last year’s 
presidential elections. 

The FN congress, held about every three years, 
is essentially a stage-managed event designed to 
refine and rubber-stamp the party’s policies. It is 
usually attended by a galaxy of top-ranking 
members of the FN’s executive committee, political 
bureau and central committee, and regional and 
departmental secretaries. This year, 1,359 people 
took part. 

The procedure is the same every time. On the 
first day, Le Pen is reelected party president by 
acclamation, then the principal bodies of the party 
are installed and finally the congress sets the 
party line for the coming period. 

This last function is why the congress is always a 
good opportunity to size up factional currents in 
the party - even though officially there are none - 
and to determine their relative strengths. 

This year’s congress was no exception. There was a 
clear division between the “historical” faction, which 
has a traditionalist view of the FN’s oppositionist role 
in French politics, and whose most eminent 
representative is Bruno Gollnisch, the party’s number 
two, and those who present themselves as “the 
forces of change” and want to modernise the FN, led 
by the charismatic Marine Le Pen. 

Marine’s father, now 75, hinted not for the first 
time at his possible departure in 2006 at the next 
congress, while at the same raising the issue of his 
next presidential campaign in 2007, which he 
believes will be “the mother of e battles”. 

- The outcome of the 


power between | 


his own departure, which is the reason for his 
constant demands for “unity” and “discipline”. 

Disappointed by the vote for his daughter in the 
elections to the party’s central committee, in which 
she came 34th, he decided to put her on the 
executive committee as a way leaving his imprint 
on the FN and ensuring the party’s connection with 
his name. Politically, however, he is probably closer 
to Gollnisch. 

Despite this, the media were quick to pick up the 
sound of dissension, mainly from party activists 
more attached to the extreme right-wing values 
embodied by Gollnisch, who do not want the FN’s 
“unique character” to be diluted so that Marine Le 
Pen can please the media. 

A key issue on the congress agenda was the 
preparations for the 2004 regional elections. It will 
now be difficult for the FN to capitalise on Le Pen’s 
results of last year, because the mere mention of 
the presidential election enables  Chirac’s 
government to wrap its authoritarian measures in 
the cloak of anti-fascism. 

Attacks on the government at the Nice congress 
were mainly concentrated on proposed electoral 
reforms which could reduce the electoral chances 
of FN candidates to almost zero. The party’s 
secretary-general, Carl Lang, has already warned 
that the FN “is not there to serve soup” to the 
conservative UMP. The FN’s campaign, in addition to 
focussing on traditional themes such as law and 
order and immigration, will concentrate on 
supposed collusion between the conservatives and 
the Socialist Party. 

About 1,000 people gathered outside the 
congress to express their opposition to the 
fascists. By comparison, when the FN held its Tenth 
Congress in Strasbourg in 1997, the streets were 
filled with tens of thousands of anti-fascists from 
all over Europe. 

As for the radical fascist camp, a significant 
meeting of 80 activists took place on 5 and 6 April, to 






_ gave birth to yet another “new” movement, the Block 
a Identitaire (BI). This outfit has been built on the ruins 


of | Unité Radical (UR the ‘roupuscule whose best 








From Michael Klein in Berlin 
NPD back in business 


THE NAZI Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD) showed that is still alive, kicking and dangerous 
by staging a May Day march in Berlin, its first big 
national activity since the failure of the state's botched 
attempts to ban it. 

Over 1,500 nazis from across the whole of 
Germany marched through the west Berlin suburb 
of Charlottenburg, protected by a massive number of 
police, before holding a rally at the Olympic stadium. 
NPD members were joined by “free nationalists” and a 
sprinkling of fascists from Italy and Spain. 

The main speakers were the hardy perennials of the 
German nazi movement, the NPD’s chairman Udo Voigt 
and the nazi lawyer Jiirgen Rieger. The Italian terrorist 
Roberto Fiore and the British National Party leader Nick 
Griffin had been billed to speak but failed to appear. 

The central slogan of the demonstration was “Bring 
about social and national justice”, a theme addressed by 
Rieger, who praised the rapid reduction of 
unemployment in the 1930s. He did not mention Hitler 
but his listeners knew what he was talking about. 

The fact that this year’s centralised NPD march also 
attracted a few supporters of its rival Freie 
Kameradschaften testifies to the efforts of some of the 
party's regional organisations, for example in Thiiringen, 
to develop cooperation with the nazi hardcore. 

Ignoring the NPD’s olive branch, Thomas “Steiner” 
Wulff’s militant Aktionsbiiro Norddeutschland 
organised its own May Day march, several hundred 
strong, in Halle under the slogan “Jobs not war” in a bid 
to prove the mobilising ability of the Freie 
Kameradschaften. Speakers included Gerd Ittner, 
Peter Borchert and Christian Worch as well as the Dutch 
nazi Constant Kusters. 

The Halle march succeeded in uniting rival nazis and 


. was rated a success by its organisers, not least because 


they did not need to rely on the NPD. An important 
element was the distribution of several thousand leaflets 
to the city’s residents before the march, which 
represents a change in the nazis’ propaganda tactics 
based on growing confidence. 

A smaller fascist May Day march took place in 
Dresden, co-organised by an Alliance of the Right and 
the local NPD chairman Sven Hagendorf. The main 
speakers were Klaus Menzel and the Alliance’s chairman 
Dieter Kern, originally from Litibeck. Just days before the 
march, local fascists set up a “National Alliance for 
Dresden” with which the NPD, the Deutsche 
Volksunion, the Republikaner and the BR want to 
contest local elections in the city. 

In Frankfurt am Main, May Day turned into a 
complete fiasco for the nazis when only 11 turned up to 
be confronted by around 800 anti-fascists. Steffen 


~ Hupka, a former officer of the banned Nationalistische 


Front and the NPD had withdrawn the application for 
the nazi march at very short notice, an act that looks set 
to cause angry recriminations among the nazis. 

The various nazi May Day marches demonstrated 
the fascists’ continuing emphasis on social issues and 
racist and antisemitic agitation among young people 
dissatisfied with their lives and Germany’s high 
unemployment. But they also indicate the ongoing 
rivalry between the NPD, strengthened by the state’s 
failure to outlaw it, and the Freie Kameradschaften, 
notwithstanding Wulff’s limited collaboration with 
the NPD. 

Another aspect of the day’s events was the presence of 
thousands of police to defend the nazis’ “right” to spread 
their antisemitic and racist filth under guise of freedom 
of expression. Finally, the day demonstrated that, apart 
from in Frankfurt, those anti-fascists who believe in 
opposing the nazis directly are too weak numerically to 
have much effect. 
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Haider’s friends in the Middle East 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


THE RIGHT-WING EXTREMIST Freedom Party (FPO) 
could face renewed trouble because of the gymnastics 
performed by Jérg Haider in his relationship with the 
former Iraqi government of Saddam Hussein. 

When the Austrian government granted Ezzat Ibrahim 
al-Douri, then the second most powerful man in Iraq, a 
one-month visa in 1999 for medical treatment, the FPO 
protested loudly. Peter Westenthaler, at that time one of 
the FPO’s leaders, accused the Interior Ministry of 
letting a “war criminal” secretly enter Austria without 
informing the Austrian people. 

By 2002, however, Haider, the governor of Carinthia 
and still de facto leader of the FPO, had formed a 
strikingly different opinion of Iraq and its leaders. 
This should not have been a surprise because Haider is 
a member of the Austrian-Iraqi Society, as are some 
other FPO members. He also has ties to Abdul Monheim 
Jebara, an Iraqi whose role was to liaise between 
Saddam Hussein and sympathetic extreme right-wing 
groups in Europe. Jebara works with a number of such 
groups in Europe that have launched an initiative 
known as SOS Iraq, which claims to be raising funds to 
stop the “genocide” in Iraq and help Iraqi children. 

Early last year, the Iraqi embassy in Austria 
contacted Haider and invited him to Iraq. According to 
the weekly newspaper Format, the man responsible for 
arranging the trip was Jebara. A former arms dealer, 
Jebara was sentenced to six years in prison in Germany 
in the late 1980s for attempting to smuggle military 
helicopters to Iraq. After his release, Jebara moved to 
Carinthia, where he claimed to know Haider “very 
well”, a fact confirmed in a parliamentary investigation 
which revealed that it was Haider himself who had 
signed a permit allowing Jebara to conduct an 
import/export business in Austria. 

Also involved in the arrangements for Haider’s 
Baghdad junket was Dr Sabri Aziz Izzat, a physician 
living in Austria and a cousin of the former Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz. The existence of the 
invitation only emerged on 11 February last year, when 
Peter Sichrovsky, then general secretary of the FPO, 
announced that Haider was already in Iraq. 

Before the Iraq war started, Haider published his 
book Zu Gast bei Saddam (A guest of Saddam), in 
which he described his contacts with Saddam, Aziz and 
other leaders and revealed how he and Aziz called on 
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European countries to oppose “international plots” led 
by the United States and “the Zionists” against Iraq. 
Haider also defended Saddam Hussein from 
accusations that he had used poison gas against the 
Kurds, claiming that it was not clear who actually 
dropped the gas and implying that the US was 
responsible for this murderous act. 

Haider’s jaunts to Iraq created considerable 
discomfiture for the Austrian government, which was 
already the object of international opprobrium for the 
presence of the FPO in the coalition. Before Haider's 
visit, the only two prominent European politicians to 
have made similar “solidarity” trips to Iraq were the 
French and Russian far-right leaders, Jean-Marie Le Pen 
and Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

Haider made the trek to Baghdad again in May 2002. 
This time, however, he met only Saddam Hussein's 
Foreign Minister, Naji Sabri, to whom he has since 
several times offered asylum in Carinthia. How he would 
explain away such a refugee to the FPO’s racist and 
Islamophobic electorate is another matter. 

Last November, Haider made a third trip to Iraq, 
meeting Saddam Hussein as well as Sabri and Taha 
Yassin, the Deputy President. Afterwards he again 
attacked the US and Israel, accusing the United States of 
“warmongering”. At the time, Herbert Haupt, now Vice- 
Chancellor of Austria, defended Haider, laughably 
suggesting that the trip was for the promotion of 
Austrian business. 

Others saw it differently and there is little doubt that 
Haider's pilgrimages to Iraq contributed towards the 
FPO’s electoral reverses and helped incite severe 
factional struggles leading to the removal of some of the 
party’s more “moderate” leaders. 

Nevertheless, Haider’s ties provide him with a useful, 
if indirect, way to express anti-Israel and anti-US 
sentiment by appearing with people who are more able 
to speak their mind openly than he is. This is probably 
what is behind Haider's visits to other Arab and Muslim 
countries, as well as his close ties with the Libyan 
dictator, Colonel Gadaffi. Indeed, one of Haider's closest 
friends is Gadaffi’s son, who lives in Austria. 

Haider seems likely to maintain his dubious ties, 
including visits to controversial countries, unless 
they put at risk his control over the FPO. So far, that 
has not happened. 





Special low price subscription £24.00, 
PLUS WHITE RIOT - 
The Violent Story of 
Combat 18 FREE! 


Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops 
when you can save 20% by getting the 
magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


WHITE RIOT 


“Charts how the group’s tactics moved from 
street fights to a campaign of letter bombs 
against celebrities and rivals [and] describes 
how the organisation collapsed into murderous 
feuding.” Evening Standard 


“Excellent... highly readable” Morning Star = So = 


(To buy the book only, send £7.50 with order) THE VIOLENT STORY OF 


tC 18 


| Please start my special subscription at £24 with the next issue and 
































Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort Code 40-17-45, 

HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, CM2 OLH) 

PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 

This is a UK standing order offer only. All details must be completed to qualify. Cash annual subscriptions are available at £24 (UK individuals) 
and £32 (UK organisations) but without the book, cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine. See page 29. Please allow 28 days for delivery of 
book. Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 

Overseas rates: £36 Europe individuals; £43 other individuals; £48 organisations. 06/03 


send me my free copy of White Riot. NICK LOWLES 
i Name 
| Address i 
| Postcode i 
| Please debit my account with the sum of £24.00 immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 5] 
é Your bank name & address | 
7 i 
E Account No Sort Code j 
i Signature Date j 
i i 
i i 
i I 
dt 1 





From Jeroen Bosch in Utrecht 
Far right dogged by infighting 


FACTIONAL WARFARE is an almost congenital condition 
of the Dutch far right. On the rare occasions when 
extreme rightists appear on television, they habitually 
call rival groups “idiots” and “phoney nazis”. 

Nazis in the Netherlands are also very opportunistic. 
For example, at a Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) 
demonstration, the group’s leader, Constant Kusters, 
branded the populist Pim Fortuyn as “a bald-headed 
clown who should open an S&M club”. But when Fortuyn 
was later murdered, he tried to exploit the hysterical 
anti-left atmosphere by demonstrating his sympathy for 
Fortuyn at a rally in Harderwijk. 

Kusters’s political acrobatics on that occasion nearly 
caused a mutiny in the NVU’s ranks because most of its 
members hated the right-wing democrat Fortuyn and his 
eccentric lifestyle. German nazis, whom the NVU also 
mobilised to Harderwijk, were incandescent when they 
found out they were there not for a demonstration 
against anti-fascists as they had been told but for a 
sympathy parade for the gay Fortuyn. 

Conflict on the far right has escalated during the past 
two months. Last year Fortuyn’s party, the List Pim 
Fortuyn (LPF), collapsed because of internal rows and 
the Rotterdam Fortuynistas in the group Liveable 
Rotterdam (LR) kicked the notorious right-winger Michiel 
Smit out of the party. His removal, however, has had little 
practical effect because he continues to vote for every 
LR resolution tabled on the city council while drawing fire 
away from the party with his virulent racism. 

Smit has started now his own outfit, New Right (NR), 
and is hoping to set up branches nationwide. NR’s first 
more or less successful action was a 100-strong 
demonstration in The Hague in support of the war in Iraq. 
Among those taking part was the former LPF star Winny 
de Jong. while a few fascist New National Party (NNP) 
members hovered around the demonstration’s heavily 
guarded fringes without actually joining it. The NR march 
also attracted opposition from Anti-Fascist Action (AFA), 
which had warned that the event was just a cover for 
anti-Islamic incitement. 

The demonstration ended after less than an hour 
without incident but Smit considered it a big success and 
a major boost to his campaign against the building of a 
mosque in Rotterdam. The Netherlands has not seen 
such a proactive extreme right-wing party for some time. 

Meanwhile, the NNP, another party with a supposed 
stronghold in Rotterdam, staged a demonstration at 
the beginning of March in the Feijenoord district, where 
it has two seats on the local council. The march, 
against the building of a new mosque, attracted about 
50 NNP members and none of the local people the 
fascists had hoped for. As in The Hague, there were 
more police than demonstrators. The NNP’s tactic of 
marching in Feijenoord was a smart one, however, 
because it knew that on the same day AFA would be 
occupied with preventing the NVU from demonstrating 
in Apeldoorn. 

But the march did not please Jan Teyn, a prominent 


Searchlight June 2003 34 


THE NETHERLANDS 


NNP local councillor and former activist in the Centrum 
Democraten and fascist CP’86, who publicly criticised 
the party leadership for organising the demonstration 
without consulting the NNP’s Rotterdam branch. 

Teyn eventually participated in the demonstration, but 
the ground for more rows had been laid. Only weeks 
later, Teyn was removed from the party, officially 
because he was selling hate music by the German 
nazi bard Franck Rennicke and the hate band, Landser, 
on his website. The website also touted a CD titled 
“For Segregationists Only” by the racist US country 
band Johnny Rebel, which openly sympathises with the 
Ku Klux Klan. 

Teyn claims that the real reason for his expulsion was 
his criticisms of the party leadership and Florens van der 
Kooi, his fellow councillor in Feijenoord, and his 
disagreement with the appointment of Paul Peeters, a 
Stormfront Nederland activist, to the NNP’s executive. 

As hypocritical as ever, Teyn, who was spotted at a 
demonstration in honour of the Waffen SS in Belgium in 
1997, said he was afraid that the NNP was becoming 
“too radical”. Peeters is, indeed, a hardcore fascist and 
was convicted for daubing a Jewish cemetery in 2001. 
At his trial, he claimed he was “sorry” and had left 
Stormfront Nederland but still agreed with the “Juden 
raus” slogans he had painted. A few weeks after his trial, 
Peeters led a gang of Stormfront nazis distributing 
leaflets in Nijmegen but they were stopped by local anti- 
fascists. 

Tension is also rising at the nazi stronghold in 
Eindhoven, the De Kazerne barracks, as Nationale 
Beweging (NB) activists there try to mobilise support from 
their fellow Hitler fans against an increasingly vocal anti- 
fascist campaign. Many nazis are not so enamoured by 
the NB’s politics, however, and the NB failed in an 
attempt to recruit fascists from other organisations to 
defend the barracks because of ideological and factional 
differences. Remy Hoven, a former leader of Stormfront 
Nederland (SFN), refused to call on his gabber/skinhead 
network to go to Eindhoven. Even though the anti-fascist 
campaign is still only warming up, support for De Kazerne 
is already declining fast. 

Recent antics by Tim Mudde, the NB’s leader and boss 
of the nazi hate music band Brigade M, have also 
aggravated the internal squabbles. At the end of 
March, at a farewell gig for the English nazi band English 
Rose in Belgium, Mudde sacked Brigade M’s singer, 
Dave Blom, and a guitar player. He claimed the move 
was “non-political” but the inevitable rumours to the 
contrary were later proved correct. 

Mudde, it appears, had reacted badly to an internet 
discussion about Brigade M’s rules in which Blom, an 
NVU member, came across as too oriented towards 
national socialism and not sufficiently interested in the 
issues that interest Mudde, such as anti-globalism, 
Palestinian self-determination and the war in Iraq. 

Blom started out as a singer in the nazi band 
Landstorm but was kicked out because of his heavy 
drinking. He probably finds it very difficult to adjust to 
the strict demands of Brigade M membership which 


include vegetarianism and abstention from alcohol, ~ 


drugs and tobacco. 


We 


From the archives 


20 years ago 


FV CG ALG We June 1983 


JUNE" mn Ne, ee ac Un it e d Ss t a tes: 
‘ % KKK members 
on Greensboro 
massacre 
charges 


| Six Klansmen and three 
American Nazi Party 
members have been 
} - indicted by a federal 
my grand jury on conspiracy 
MP. DEMANDS PROBE _ charges arising from the 
ted ROY CU Gn) «eee a ~Greensboro massacre in 
ane ’ November 1979, when five 
INSIDE ex Communist demonstrators 
NF chief’s ‘‘dual view’’ “3 were killed. 
on bombing synagogues Among the indicted 
were Virgil L. Griffin, 
grand dragon of the 
North Carolina chapter of the Ku Klux Klan, and Roland Wood, 
local nazi leader. 

Elsewhere on the Klan scene, Don Black, Imperial Dragon of 
the Knights of the KKK, has begun his three-year sentence for 
attempting to invade the Caribbean island of Dominica. 

Black, serving his sentence in a prison in Big Springs, had 
successfully rejected his government’s efforts to place him in a 
Texas jail on the grounds that he wanted to be in a mainly white 
prison. He also turned down the government’s second choice. 
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Germany’s Federal 
Administrative Court has 
confirmed the ban on 
three of the four nazi 
groups outlawed in the 
wake of the fascist 
murders in Molin last year. 

The three groups, the 
Nationalistische Front, the 
Deutsche Alternative and 
the Nationale Offensive, 
had contested the order 
on the grounds that they 
were all registered as 
parties and so could only 
be banned by a 
Constitutional Court and 
not by a decree by Rudolf Seiters, the federal Interior Minister. 

The court declared that the property of the groups would remain 
confiscated and pointed out that the nazism of the three 
organisations derived more from their “public behaviour” than from 
their political programme. 

The court added that articles in the outlawed groups’ 
publications indicated a “fundamentally nazi point of view” and 
“a determination to fight against and suppress the constitutional 
order in Germany”. 
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